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Messrs. Epirors, 


IS it not to be feared, that 
many, with the Bible in their 
hands, flatter themselves, that 
they are not opposed to God in 
their hearts, though they do not 
obey his laws? The subsequent 
thoughts, grounded on Matt. xii. 
50, “He that is not with me is 
against me,” are submitted to 
your disposal. 


HE leading idea to which 

some attention will be paid 
is this, That there are two great 
interests to the one or other of 
Which all the children of men 
are inclined, viz. religion and im- 
piety. All good people love the 
former, and wicked people the 
latter. So that there are no 
neuters. Here it may be re- 
marked, the interest of truth 
and holiness is God’s interest. 
God himself is truth—all holi- 
ness ; and he savors nothing 
thatis contrary to it. Zrue and 
holy ave epithets often ascribed 
to God by way of eminence and 
peculiarity—Truth and holiness 
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are glorious perfections, and 
some of the brightest gems in 
his crown. As mercy, so truth 
and holiness shall be built up for 
ever. 

God very early let mankind 
know, that truth and _ holiness 
were that interest of his, which 
he would support and maintain. 
Our first parents were convin- 
ced of this, which filled them 
with fear and trembling. And 
the sacred pages connectedly, 
abundantly teach us, how dear 
these perfections are to Jehovah, 
and with how much propriety 
they may be said to be his in- 
terest. Now the interest of sin 
and wickedness is diametrically 
opposite to this ; and hence is 
the interest and cause of Satan. 
This he is promoting and ad- 
vancing to the utmost of his 
power, in opposition to God and 
his cause. He is an enemy to 
God and his kingdom. Now 
that all good people are with 
God, and espouse his cause, is 
very apparent :—This is mani- 
fest in that they love him su- 
premely, are his loyal subjects, 
and friendly to his kingdom in 
all respects. They sincerely 
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wish and pray, that his kingdom 
may come; may be promoted 
and advanced in the world, as 
well as within themselves. Fis 
honor i$ dear to them, and it is 
their great delight to see his 
kingdom fourishing ; to behold 
‘Zion shining in her beauty and 
_glory. And they must necesss- 
rily thus espouse God’s cause, 
inthat they are true and holy 
themselves agreeably to divine 
requisition. 

‘They have a principle of holi- 
ness implanted in them, which 
happily influences and governs 
their conduct. 
must love holiness, and hate 
as that abominable thine which 
Ged himself hates. 

Though they, at times, com- 
mit sin, through the influence o 
indwelling corruption, and the 
instigation of Satan, yet they 
habitually hate it, and are wil- 
ling to part with it for ever. In- 
decd, whatever is displeasing to 
Goedis sotothem. ‘This being 
the case, they may well be said 
to be on the Lord’s side. 

Again—They are with Christ, 
on his side, as they yicid willing 
and cheerful obedience to his 
commands. It cannot be deter- 
mined, that all subjects are heart- 
ily engaged on the side of their 
sovereign, though they may 
visibly obey some of his man- 
dates, and even make high pro- 
fessions of friendship and Joy- 
alty ; witness Ahithophel’streat- 
ment of David. Persons may, 
for some reasons, obey their 
prince, and yet be enemies to 
him in their hearts ; but not so 
in the present case: that obe- 
dience which God’s people 3 yield 
to him, is a full evidence of the 
being heartily engared en his 
side, and springs from their ai- 
tachment to him. Di:d it not ori- 
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einate from love, it would be of 
no account with God, and would 
not give it the name of obedi- 
ence, whatever prefessions such 
micht make; but would consider 


ithemas enemies and rebels — 


| 
| 


Ailreal Christians aresincere and 
cheerlul in their obedience to 
his requirements, they do not 
this as a task, for they love his 
commands : Oh, how love I thy 
law, is the language of their 
hearts. They, viewing God's 
law to be holy, just and good, 
aclorious law, must love it— 
see it to be so reasonable 
id fit that God should be obey- 
ed,their, hearts approve every 
precept. 

Ina word, when their craces 
are in due exercise, it is as their 
meat and drink to do the will of 
their glorious Lord. 

Again—TVhe same truth may 
further appear, from the rela- 
tion in which they stand to the 
blessed God, their Saviour. They 
are made the children of God by 
a gracious adoption, and they 
view him not only as their friend, 
but father, who is infinitely wor- 
thy of their regard, being pos- 
sessed of every possible perfec- 
tion. And they are united to 
Christ so as to be one with him, 
in a spiritual sense, being mem- 
bers of his bedy, of his flesh, and 
of his bones. 

Now considering this near re- 
lation, of what an unnatural part 
must th ey be guilty should they 
not be with Christ, as sugge sted 
above? Further, the same may 
be arzued from principles of 
eratitude. We must conclude, 
they are on the Lord’ 
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much for them: though they 
were his enemies, he hath re- 
conciied them to himself, and 
become their friend: he hath 
been pleased of his infinitely 
rich mercy and sovereign grace, 
to pardon their sins, and make 
them heirs of a croy 
mortal glory. Now, 
ine done thus much for them, 
they must be destitute’ of all 
grautude, or be engaged on his 
lias there not been enough 
said ‘to show, that all the godly 
are heartily with Christ 2? 

But where shail we find the 
ungodly, the unrenewed ? Sure- 
ly they belong not te Cod’s king- 
dom, but as the interest of sin 
wickedness is the devil’s in- 
terest, so all wicked people may 
be said to be with him. ‘This, 
perhaps many, especially if they 
he moral in their outward con- 
cuct, may disbelieve ; but this 
verily is the case. There are, 


God hav- 


. 5 
sae. 


=e 
and 


doubtless, many wicked people, 


who are unacquainted with their 
own hearts, who imagine they 
are friendly to God, and wish 
well to his interest and king- 
com, but this is their great mis- 
take ; for why then do they not 
quit the part they have taken, 
and shew themselves on the 
Lord’s side ? 

jut that they are in fact on 
the side of sin and with Satan, is 
what now remains to be proved. 
They are all, without eny ex- 
ception, enemies to God; for 
the scriptures of truth explicitly 


declare, that the carna} mind, (of 


which they are all possessed) 
enmity against God ; and as they 
are enemies, so is Satan, hence 
they are with him, an? against 
thrist. No doubt can be enter- 
tainedof Satan’s opposition to 
God in all respects. Ilis king- 


com, (to which all sinners be- 


vn oi im- | 





163 


long) is in direct opposition to 
the kingdem efGod. He was 
the first offender, and sinners 
are called children of disobedi- 
ence, and children of the devil, 
as they imitate him, and take 
part with him against Ged. The 
wicked are estranged from the 
womb—sin is their element, to 
do any thing spiritually good, 
they find no inclination. As 
Satan is opposed to the work of 
grace, so are they—they often 
oppose this work in the world, 
but always in their own hearts, 
till conquered by efficacious 
erace. ‘They are utter enemies 
to the way of salvation by Christ, 
aud soaverse from it, that they 
never would bow and submit, 
were not their proud and stub- 
born hearts subdued by  sove- 
reign, all-powerful grace. They 
are so disinclined to any ade 
vances towards a state of grace, 
that they often, as we have rea- 
son to think, grieve and quench 
the Spirit in his convictive in- 
fluences on their minds. 

"-he unregenerate are ever 
sinning, and dishonoring God in 
one way or in another; and 
whenever they sin, in whatever 
manner they join with Satan, 
against God and his interest. 

That may be said of all man- 
kind in their natural state, this 
hath been thy manner, from thy 
youth, that thou obeyest not 
my voice. ‘The above cbserva- 
tions may be abundantly sub- 
stantiated from the holy scrip- 
tures. Hence does it not con- 
clusively appear, that all im- 
penitent sinners teke part against 
God ! However moral they may 
be in their lives, it alters not the 
case. 

In 
net 
are heartily 


sho} , *tis a case which will 
admit anentrality : all men 
either with God or 
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against him. A few reflections 
will be added. 

What has been remarked 
may suggest the folly, delusion 
and misery of hypocrites and all 
mere moralists. How’ many 
such are ready to flatter them- 
selves that they are with Christ? 
They may be very exact in ex- 
ternal obedience. ‘They may 
perform many visible duties, 
hear, read, pray, and endeavor 
to perform social and relative 
duties, and hence draw so fav- 
ourable a conclusion respecting 
themselves. Is there not rea- 
son to fear, that there are many 
thus deluded, who have no bet- 
ter foundation to conclude them- 
selves friends to God, than the 
Pharisees of old? Let none ima- 
gine, that those only are against 
Christ, who are openly vicious 
and profane : persons may be 
very exact and scrupulous as to 
externals, and yet be against 
him. Whatever men may be 


or do, Christ does not consider 
them as being with him, or, ga- 
thering with him, unless they 
sincerely believein him ; unless, 
renouncing all self-confidences, 
they depend wholly on him for 


pardon and acceptance with 
God. However any may say 
to him, Lord, Lord, he does not 
call them his friends, unless 
they love and obey him. His 
own words are, ye are my 
friends, if ye do whatsoever | 
have commanded you. Then 
are not those miserably deceiv- 
ed, who please themselves with 
the idea of being with Christ, 
and pleasing to him on account 
of what they do in their sins, 
while their hearts are unrenew- 
ed? Surely such must be great 
strangers to themselves. ‘They 
do not search their own hearts 
sufficiently to discover the truth 


On Ofifosiiion to God. 
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respecting themselves, viz. that 
they are enemies to God, and 
that while such, however nume- 
rous their external services may 
be, they are viewed with abhor. 
rence. In how hazardousa situ- 
ation are such! They are so 
proud of their own perform- 
ances, and think God so well 
pleased with them, that there is 
great danger that they will never 
be brought off from a self-right- 
cous spirit ; and of conse- 
quence, of their ever remaining 
enemies to God and his grace ; 
and this being their case God 
will treat them as being his 
enemies, his language in refer- 
ence to them will be, bring those 
mine enemies, who would not | 
that I should reign over them, 
and slay them belore me. 
Hence, let all be cautious that 
they co not conclude themselves 
to be with CArist, and in his inter- 
est, without just grounds, and 
let all be excited faithfully to 
examine their own hearts, and 
see on whose side they be. Let 
afew questions be propounded 
to assist in ascertaining this mo- 
mentous point. Do you in very 
deed love God ? Are you wel! 
pleased with all his perfections ? 
Do you rejoice in his govern- 
ment? Are you delighted with 
all the displays of his will ? 
Does holy obedience to all his 
commands, and acquiescence in 
all his providential dispensa- 
tions appear reasonable and fit? 
Do you repent of all your past 
offences, so far as they can be 
recollected ? Is it matter of 
shame and grief with you, that 
you have acted a part so un- 
friendly to God? Are you wil- 
ling to accept of Christ in all 
his mediatorial character, and 
asa Saviour from sin as well as 
from wrath to come ! Do you 
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ardently desire the advancement 
of religion and vital piety, in op- 
position to Satan * Are you 
ereatly concerned for the hon- 
or and glory of God? When 
you see him honored, does it 
give you joy, and when dishon- 
ored pain and sorrow / Unless 
you can answer these, or simi- 
lar queries in the affirmative, 
however strict you may be in 
external duty, you may well 
fear you are not on the Lord’s 
side, but on that of his and your 
erand adversary. And should 
it not be deeply impressed on 
every heart, that those who live 
and die the enemies of Christ, 
will never share the reward of 
his friends? Then how highly 
important that all without de- 
lay come over to bis side, and 
no longer dare tooppose him! 
Let careless, stupid sinners 
take the alarm, and no longer 
halt between two opinions. If 
the Lord be God, follow him, 
but if Baal then follow him. 


Lhe Religious Remembrancer, 
extracted chiefly from the wri- 
tiigs of ancient, eminent di- 
vines, 


(Continued from p. 137) 


No. Ill. 

EMEMBER that Jesus 

Christ, the adorable Son of 
God, came down from heaven to 
save and redeem the lostand mis- 
evable race of mankind, from the 
guilt and condemnation that they 
have exposed themselves unto, 
und deliver them fromthe pow- 
er and dominion of those evil ap- 
petites and affections, whichthey 
have foolishly and wickedly in- 
culged themselves in. He does 
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this by an act of pardon to all 
penitent believing sinners ; and 
the powerful spivit of his grace, 
to all that humbly and diligent- 
ly seek the aid thereof. Oh, 
infinite depth of divine love and 
goodness ! There is some- 
thing so amazingly merciful 
and kind in this conduct of 
divine providenceover mankind, 
that, one would think, no one 
can calmly and attentively con- 
sider it without having his un- 
belief and rebellion subdued 
thereby. Whocan seek for ar- 
guments against such a Saviour, 
or cavil at a religion, that brings 
redemption and happiness to 
miserable, unworthy beings ? 
Whocancontemplate the height, 
and depth, the length andbreadth 
of this love of God in Christ 
Jesus the Lord, without feeling 
all the tender affections of hu- 
man nature excited, and his 
heart burning with love and gra- 
titude to God, for such unsought 
unmerited grace and deliver- 
ance ; and his soul thirsting for 
his own salvation in Christ Jesus? 
Surely, the gospel revelation has 
enough in it to make it the joy, 
the comfort, and desire of every 
man’s heart,and cause the whole 
creation of heaven and earth, of 
angels and men, to praise the 
Lord of all for such astonishing 
salvation ! 

But what just and aggravated 
condemnation will those sinners 
fall under, who prefer their lusts 
before their Saviour ; andthrough 
the pride and obstinacy of their 
hearts, refuse to accept of and 
submit tothis rightcousness of 
God in his son Jesus Christ? To 
deny Jesus Christ, is to deny 
your share in the pardon of God 
to man ; it is to bind upon your 
souls the guilt ofall the sins you 
have ever committed. To re- 
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wish and pray, that his kingdom 
may come; may be promoted 
and advanced in the world, as 
well as within themselves. Tis 
honor is dear to them, and it is 
their great delight to see his 
kingdom flourishing ; to behold 


Zion shining in her beauty and | 


clory. And they must necess2- 
rily thus espouse God’s cause, 
inthat they are true and holy 
themselves agreeably to divine 
requisition. 

‘They have a principle of holi- 
ness implanted in them, which 
happily influences and governs 
their conduct. 
must love holiness, and hate sin 
as that abominable thing which 
Ged himself hates. 

Though they, at times, com- 


mit sin, through the influence of 


indwelling corruption, and the 
instigation of Satan, yet they 
habitually hate it, and are wil- 
ling to part with it for ever. In- 
deed, whatever is displeasing to 
Cpdis sotothem. This being 
the case, they may well be said 
to be on the Lord’ s side. 
Again—They are with Christ, 
on his side, as they yicid willing 
and cheerful obedience to his 
commands. It cannot be deter- 
mined, that all subjects are heart- 
ily engaged on the side of their 
sovereign, though they may 
visibly obey some of his man- 
dates, and even make high pro- 
fessions of friendship and loy- 
alty ; witness Ahithophel’streat- 
ment of David. Persons may, 
for some reasons, obey their 
prince, and yet be enemies to 
him in their hearts ; but not so 
in the present case: that obe- 
dience which God’s people yield 
to him, is a full evidence of thei; 
being heartily engared en his 
side, and springs from their at- 
tachment to him. Di:dit not ori- 
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einate from love, it would be of 
no account with God, and would 
not give it the name of obedi- 
ence, whatever professions such 
micht make; but would consider 
them as enemies and rebels— 
Ailreal Christians aresineere and 
cheerlul in their obedience to 
his requirements, they do not 
this as a task, for they love his 
commands : Oh, how love I thy 
law, is the language of their 
hearts. They, viewing panty 
law to be holy, just and 4 FOU 


, 


aclorious law, must lov som 


he'd see it to be so reasonable 
seine holy, they |< 


id fit that God should be obey- 
ed, their. hearts approve every 
precept. 

Ina word, when their craces 
are in due EXCTCISE, it is as their 
meat and drink to do the willof 
their glorious Lord. 

Again—aLhe same truth may 
further appear, from the rela- 
tion in which they stand to the 
blessed God, their Saviour. They 
are made the children of God by 
a gracious adoption, and they 
view him not only as their friend, 
but father, who is infinitely wor- 
thy oftheir regard, being pos- 
sessed of ever y possible perfec- 
tion. And they are united to 
Christ so as to be one with him, 
in a spiritual sense, being mem- 
bers of his body, of his flesh, and 
of his bones. 

Now near re- 
lation, of what an unnatural part 
must they be guilty should they 
not be with Christ, as suggested 
above ? Further, the same may 
be arzued from — ples of 
eratitude. We must conclude, 
they are on the Lord’s side, or, 
that they areawfully ungrateful : 
surely God hath laid them under 
the sf lizations to es- 
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much for them: though they 


were his enemies, he hath re-| the kingdom of God. 


conciied them to himself, and 
become their friend: he hath 
been pleased of his infinitely 
rich mercy and sovereign grace, 
to pardon their sins, and make 
them heirs of a crown oi im- 
qortal glory. Now, Cod hav- 
ine done thus much for them, 
they must be destitute of all 
eratitude, or be engaged on his 
side. Llas there not been enough 
said ‘to show, that all the godly 
are heartily with Christ 2 
But where shail we find the 
ungodly, the unrenewed ? Sure- 
ly they belong not to Cod’s king- 
dom, but as the interest of sin 
and wickedness is the devil’s in- 
terest, so all wicked people may 
be said to be with him. This, 
perhaps many, especially if they 
he maell in their outward con- 
cuct, may disbelieve ; but this 
verily 1s the case. There are, 
doubtless, many wicked people, 
who are unacquainted with their 
own hearts, who imagine they 
are friendly to God, and wish 
vell to his interest and king- 
dom, but this is their great mis- 
take ; for why then do they not 
quit the part they have taken, 
ond shew themselves on the 
Lord’s side ? 
jut that they are in fact on 
the side of sin and with Satan, is 
what now remains to be proved. 
They are all, without eny ex- 
ception, enemies to God; for 
the scriptures of truth explicitly 
declare, that the carna} mind, (of 
which they are all possessed) i 
enmity against God ; and as they 
are enemies, so is Satan, hence 
they are with him, an? against 
Christ. No doubt can be enter- 
tained of Satan’s opposition to 
God inall respects. His king- 
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long) is in direct opposition to 


He was 
the first offender, and sinners 
are called children of disobedi- 
ence, and children of the devil, 
as they imitate him, and take 
part with him against God. The 
wicked are estranged from the 
womb—sin is their clement, to 
do any thing spiritually good, 
they find no inclination. As 
Satan is opposed to the work of 
grace, so are they—they often 
oppose this work in the world, 
but always in their own hearts, 
till conquered by efficacious 
grace. ‘They are utter enemies 
to the way of salvation by Christ, 
aud soaverse from it, that they 
never would bow and submit, 
were not their proud and stub- 
born hearts subdued by  sove- 
reign, all-powerful grace. They 
are so disinclined to any ad- 
vances towards a state of grace, 
that they ofien, as we have rea- 
son to think, grieve and quench 
the Spirit in his convictive in- 
fluences on their minds. 
‘The unregenerate are ever 
sinning, and dishonoring God in 
one way or in another ; and 
whenever they sin, in whatever 
manner, they join with Satan, 
against God and his interest. 

That may be said of all man- 
kind in their natural state, this 
hath been thy manner, from thy 
youth, that thou obeyest not 
my voice. ‘The above cbserva- 
tions may be abundantly sub- 
stantiated from the holy scrip- 
tures. Hence does it not con- 
clusively appear, that all im- 
penitent sinners teke part against 
God ! However moral they may 
be im their lives, it alters not the 
CcaSe. 

In short, *tis a case which will 
net admit anentrality : all men 





com, (to which all sinners be- 


are heartily either with God or 
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against him. 
will be added. 

What has been remarked 
may suggest the folly, delusion 
and misery of hypocrites and all 
mere moralists)s How many 
such are ready to flatter them- 
selves that they are with Christ? 
They may be very exact in ex- 
ternal obedience. ‘They may 
perform many visible duties, 
hear, read, pray, and endeavor 
to perform social and relative 
duties, and hence draw so fav- 
ourable a conclusion respecting 
themselves. Is there not rea- 
son to fear, that there are many 
thus deluded, who have no bet- 
ter foundation to conclude them- 
selves friends to God, than the 
Pharisees of old? Let none ima- 
gine, that those only are against 
Christ, who are openly vicious 
and profane : persons may be 
very exact and scrupulous as to 
externals, and yet be against 
him. Whatever men may be 
or do, Christ does not consider 
them as being with him, or, ga- 
thering with him, unless they 
sincerely believein him ; unless, 
renouncing all self-confidences, 
they depend wholly on him for 
pardon and acceptance with 
God. However any may say 
to him, Lord, Lord, he does not 
call them his friends, unless 
they love and obey him. His 
own words are, ye are my 
friends, if ye do whatsoever | 
have commanded you. Then 
are not those miserably deceiv- 
ed, who please themselves with 
the idea of being with Christ, 
and pleasing to himon account 
of what they do in their sins, 
while their hearts are unrenew- 
ed? Surely such must be great 
strangers to themselves. ‘They 
do not search their own hearts 
sufficiently to discover the truth 


A few reflections 


On Ofifiosiiion to God. 
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respecting themselves, viz. that 
they are enemies to God, and 
that while such, however nume- 
rous their external services may 
be, they are viewed with abhor. 
rence. In how hazardousa situ- 
ation are such! They are so 
proud of their own perform- 
ances, and think God so well 
pleased with them, that there is 
great danger that they will never 
be brought off from a self-right- 
cous spirit ; and of conse- 
quence, of their ever remaining 
enemies to God and his grace ; 
and this being their case God 
will treat them as being his 
enemies, his language in refer- 
ence to them will be, bring those 
mine enemies, who would not 
that I should reign over them, 
and slay them before me. 
Hence, Jet all be cautious that 
they cdo not conclude themselves 
to be with Christ, and in his inter- 
est, without just grounds, and 
let all be excited faithfully to 
examine their own hearts, and 
see on whose side they be. Let 
a few questions be propounded 
to assist in ascertaining this mo- 
mentous point. Do you in very 
deed love God ? Are you well 
pleased with all his perfections ? 
Do you rejoice in his govern- 
ment? Are you delighted with 
all the displays of his will ? 
Does holy obedience to all his 
commands, and acquiescence in 
all his providential dispensa- 
tions appear reasonable and fit! 
Do you repent of all your past 
offences, so far as they can be 
recollected ? Is it matter of 
shame and grief with you, that 
you have acted a part so un- 
friendly to God? Are you wil- 
ling to accept of Christ in all 
his mediatorial character, and 
asa Saviour from sin as well as 
from wrath to come! Do you 
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ardently desire the advancement 
of religion and vital piety, in op- 
position to Satan * Are you 
ereatly concerned for the hon- 
or and glory of God? When 
you see him honored, does it 
give you joy, and when dishon- 
ored pain and sorrow? Unless 
you can answer these, or simi- 
lar queries in the affirmative, 
however strict you may be in 
-xternal duty, you may well 
fear you are not on the Lord’s 
side, but on that of his and your 
erand adversary. And should 
it not be deeply impressed on 
every heart, that those who live 
and die the enemies of Christ, 
will never share the reward of 
his friends? Then how highly 
important that all without de- 
lay come over to his side, and 
no longer dare to oppose him! 
Let careless, stupid sinners 
take the alarm, and no longer 
halt between two opinions. If 
the Lord be God, follow him, 
but if Baal then follow him. 


The Religious Remembrancer, 
extracted chiefly from the wri- 
tiigs of ancient, eminent di- 
vines. 


(Continued from p. 137) 


es Ii, 

EMEMBER that Jesus 
Christ, the adorable Son of 

God, came down from heaven to 
save and redeem the lostand mis- 
erable race of mankind, from the 
guilt and condemnation that they 
have exposed themselves unto, 
und deliver them fromthe pow- 
er and dominion of those evil ap- 
petites and affections, whichthey 
have foolishly and wickedly in- 
dulged themselves in. He does 
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this by an act of pardon to all 
penitent believing sinners ; and 
the powerful spirit of his grace, 
to all that humbly and diligent- 
ly seek the aid thereof. Oh, 
infinite depth of divine love and 
goodness ! There is some- 
thing so amazingly merciful 
and kind in this conduct of 
divine providenceover mankind, 
that, one would think, no one 
can calmly and attentively con- 
sider it without having his un- 
belief and rebellion subdued 
thereby. Whocan seek for ar- 
guments against such a Saviour, 
or cavil at a religion, that brings 
redemption and happiness to 
miserable, unworthy beings ? 
Whocancontemplate the height, 
and depth, the length and breadth 
of this love of God in Christ 
Jesus the Lord, without feeling 
all the tender affections of hu- 
man nature excited, and his 
heart burning with love and gra- 


titude to God, for such unsought 
unmerited grace and deliver- 


ance ; and his soul thirsting for 
his own salvation in Christ Jesus? 
Surely, the gospel revelation has 
enough in it to make it the joy, 
the comfort, and desire of every 
man’s heart,and cause the whole 
creation of heaven and earth, of 
angels and men, to praise the 
Lord of ail for such astonishing 
salvation ! 

But what just and aggravated 
condemnation will those sinners 
fall under, who prefer their lusts 
before their Saviour ;andthrough 
the pride and obstinacy of their 
hearts, refuse to accept of and 
submit tothis rightcousness of 
God in his son Jesus Christ? To 
deny Jesus Christ, is to deny 
your share in the pardon of Gad 
to man ; it is to bind upon your 
souls the guilt ofall the sins you 
have ever committed. To ree 
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ject the Saviour, is to sin against 
the only remedy, and render it 
impossibie for mercy itself (ac- 
cording to the constitution of the 
gospel) to save you; ahd to 
leave yourselves in ihe same 
dark malignity and self-torment- 

ng desperation with the devils 
themselves. 


NO. 


RE? MEMBER that tn order 
to partake of the blessings of the 
gospel, and the suivation of God 
by Jesus Christ, a change must 
pass upon your minds, so great 
and real, that no expressions less 
strong than those of being born 
again, born of God, being made 
new creatures, and the lke, can 
sufficiently describe. The ne- 
cessity and nature of this change 
are most worthy of our very 
serious consideration, since the 
God of truth has assured us, that 

except a man be born again he 
cannot see the kingdom of God. 
And, except ye be converted, 
and become as litiic children, ye 


cannot enter mto the Kinedomof 


heaven. ‘Llius renovation does 
not, indeed, chanzre the principles 
ofour being, or give us any fac 

ne 
not before ; but it directs them 
to such different obj. cts, and 
employs them to such different 
ends end purposes, as if we were 
other beings; and therefore is 
properly described by a new 
creation. Instead of pursuing 
the lusts of the flesh, the lusts of 
the eyes, and the pride of life, it 
directs the powers of the soul to 
a ditigent enquiry ater, aud cx- 

ercise about, the great subjects 
of Ged and C hrist, heaven and 


ulties of soul which we posse 


holiness 3 it aprons a new and 
Mary scan light over the under- 


stand: v, and {ul ns ea a alicc Lion: > 
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and will to a very different bias ; 
in short itis “a change wroue cht 
in us by the Holy Spirit of God, 
whereby the principles of al re- 
ligious dispositions and viriuous 
actions, are Implanted in us; 
the soulis inclined, with cordial 
affection and hope, to embrace 
the salvation of God by Jesus 
Christ, according to the pacer 
ofthe gospel; and unfcienedi 
repenting of all its sins, doth 
iurn from the allowed love and 
practice of them ail, unto God ; 
and trons sincere love to him and 
faith in him, desires and endea- 
vours to walk before _ in ail 
holy obedience, and new yhess of 
iile, according to his will.” ‘This 
is thechange thatthe sacred scr’ ip- 
ture every where declares neces- 
sary to the salvation oi ail who 
enjoy the gospel, and hope to 
vossess the blessing of it. And 
vuecle , the importance of it to us 
all, should make us very solicit- 
ous that we do not mistake the 
nature of it, and deceive ou- 
sclves with false mepennen of 
our having experienced it ; since, 
if we leave this world under such 
a delusion, we are lost for ever. 
To assist you a little in this 
serious enquiry, 
lirst. ‘The person who never 
yet perceived that sinis a ercat 
and detestable evil, deserving the 
anger and judgment of God; 
and that never was humbled in 
the apprehension of his unwor- 
thy behaviour to Ged, and rebel- 
lion against his holy law, and 
government, but can mock at sit, 
and bear his iviquities as a toler- 
able burden ; is yet unconvert- 
sd and without conversion can 


ad. That person that never 
felt what necd there is of the 
pard lon of sin by the atonement 





of Jesus Christ; that never was 
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driven from a sense of guilt and 

dangers to Jesus Christ : as the 
Saviour of sinners 3 or brought 
to admire the glorious design of 
God, in the ore ‘eat work of re- 
demption ; Rev hath any sense of 
the suitableness and value of the 
ciad tidings of saivation inthe 
pel, but can read and hear 
( vospel as a comimon story, 
and entertain the conceit of 
merit and sufficiency in himself, 
as if he himself was not concern- 
cd in the redemption of sinners ; 
is yet unconverted. 


ary 


5d. That person who is not 
weary of, nor hateth from his 
he: art, a Ul known sin in himself; 
and is not willing to use diligent 
care and labor in the use of 
those means God hathappointed, 
for obtaining a conquest over it ; 
but will venture his soul in a sin- 
ful,careless life, rather than he 
will embrace serious godliness ; 
and taketh up with religion in 
part, upon mere necessity, rather 
indulging his sins, if he durst, 
and thinking those commands of 
God grievous and intolerable, 
which prohibit and condemn his 
‘vil practices and passions and 
lusts ; is yet unconverted, and a 
Stranger to true religion. 


That person that loth not 
chonse and practise the duties of 


holiness to God, and righteous- 
ness, truth, and mercy towa 


ye" 
vas 


men; that is a stranwer to the 
spirit and a of Christ with- 
i? him, and the ral image of 
God unon rite : aa doth not 
express it in relivious worship 
and obedience ; thatis not mer- 
ciful, just, and true to others, 
humble, sdber. and temperate in 
himself ; whatever profession of 
religion Chine may be, where 

these things are wanting, such 
are yet strangets to true Clrris- 
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tianity, and must be rencwed, 
if ever they are saved. 

5th. That person that doth not 
love God and Jesus Christ, above 
all earthly good ; and in his de- 
liberate choice, doth not prefer 
an interest in the favor of God, 
and the hopes of heavenly hay 
piness, before all the pleasures, 
and riches, and honors of the pre- 
sent inal : that wil , regres ven- 


j- 


ings sof God, than “part with any 
profits or pleasures, that love 
and affection to Christ, and obe- 
dience to his commands, make 
necessary so todo ; that will em- 
brace religion no further than 
may consist with his worldly 
prosperity, and flesh!y lusts ; and 
sets his heart and affections prin- 
cipally upon the good of the pre- 

sent life ; ; is certainly yet in an 
mrchbwed state, and unless di- 
vine grace change his heart, is in 
a lost condition. 

If all this be true, and true it 
is, if the word of the living God 
be true, how many poor sinners, 
yes, rich, honored, and learned 
sinners too, are in astate of death, 
and condemnation before God ; 
that never yet thought of it, be 
lieved, or laid it to heart? Self- 
flattery, is the greatest soul de: 
troyer inthe world. Wecall not 
upon you to open your eyes 
see yourselves in a desperate and 
remediless state, only to 
vour delusive and ce 
se which 
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ance towards the blessed God, 
continue so no longer ; stifle not 
the convictions of your minds, 
delay not in such a dangerous 
situation ; mercy and forgiveness 
are now offered to you, accept of 
mercy, and live. 
(To be continued.) 


—— + oe 
A dissertation on Job xxvii. 19. 


The rich (wicked ver. 13) man 
shall lie down, but he shall not 
be gathered. 


S questions have arisen 
concerning the import of 
this text, it shall now be at- 
tempted to ascertain the mean- 
ing of it. For this purpose it 
may be proper to produce a 
variety of passages in which the 
term gatheredis used in the holy 
scriptures. Abraham, Gen. xxv. 
8. was gathered to his people. 
Gather the elders of the people. 
Exod. iii. 16. To gather stub- 
bie. v. 12. Gather thy cattle. ix. 
19. Gather (manna) a certain 
rate. xvi. 4. Not gather every 
grape. Lev. xix. 10. Water 
spilt which cannot be gather- 
ed. .2. Sam.iv. 14. I will gath 
er thee to thy fathers. 2. Kings. 
xxii. 20. Gather money. 2. 
Chron. xxiv.5. My servants were 
gathered to the work. Neh. v. 
16. They gather the vintage. 
Job xxiv. 6. Gather lilies. Sol. 
Song. vi. 2. The Lord God 
which gathereth the outcasts of 
Israel, saith, yet will I gather 
others to him, besides those that 
are gathered to him. Gather 
his wheat into his earner. Matt. 
iii. 12. As an hen grathereth 
her chickens. xxii. 37. Gog 
and Marog to rather tuiem to- 
gether. Rev. xx. 8. 
Upon inspecting these pas- 





sages, it is very obvious that the 
term is used with reference to 
a great variety of subjects and 
occasions ; and the import of it 
may be obtained by considevinz, 
Ist. It supposes a pend oi 
subjects. Though it may 
used with respect to one person 
or subject, vet some other per- 
son or subject is implied, and ne- 
cessary to give it significancy. 
2d. It implies that the persons 
or subjects antecedent to gather- 
ing are in a dispersed and sep- 
arate state. Exod. v. 12. The 
people were scattered to gather 
stubble. Matt. xit. 30. He that 
gathereth not with me _ scatter- 
eth. 3d. Fhe meaning of it es- 
pecially consists in collecting the 
several separate parts to which 
it refers, and bringing them to 
one place or condition. The 
herd which was dispetsed over 
the field, is collected or gather- 
ed to the stall, the flock to the 
fold, and the lambs to the bosom 
of Christ. According to divine 
direction, Num. xi. 16, Moses 
gathered or collected seventy 
men of the elders of Israel to the 
tabernacle of the congregation : 
and at the consummation of all 
things, Christ will send his an- 
gels, and gather his elect from 
the four winds. cispersed through 
all parts of the earth, and bring 
them to himself in heaven.— 
Let us now apply these observa- 
tions to the present subject. 
As the term gather first oc- 
curs in the patriarchal age, it 
probably originated from the 
pastoral life of the patriarchs, 


and was primarily used to de- 


note the collection of their 
flocks to their folds. From this 
it was applied to any subjects 
which have a resemblance to 
that transaction. Among others 
it was used sometimes more 
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comprehensively, to express the 
expiration of life, and being 
numbered with the dead; at 
other times, and perhaps more 
frequently, to denote a peaceful 
interment in the grave. That 
it was used in this sense, it is 
apprehended will be evident 
from the following instances. 

Itis said of Abraham Gen. 
xxv. 8, of Ishmael ver. 17, of 
Isaac xxxv. 29. andof Jacobxlix. 
53. that he gave up the ghost 
and died, and of them all that 
they were gathered to their peo- 
ple. In these instances being 
gathered to their people must 
be synonymous with giving 
up the ghost and dying, or 
express their conveyance to 
the grave. God said to Moses, 
Num. xx. 24. Aaron shall be 
gathered to his people. The 
history adds, that Aaron died in 
the mount. So it was said to 
Moses, Num. xxvii. 13. Thou 


shall be gathered to thy people. 
It is recorded of him, Deut. 
xxxil. 5. that he died in the land 


of Moab. In these instances 
dying is synonymous with being 
gathered to his people. In ano- 
ther expression the difference 
in terms is so small, and the 
subject so evidently the same, 
that it would be unreasonable 
not to consider it as of the 
same import. Judges ii. 8—10. 
And Joshuadied, and alsoall that 
generation were gathered to 
their fathers, and there arose 
another generation after them 
Is not this fact an illustration of 
the words of king Solomon. 
Eccles. i. 4. One generation 
passeth away, and another com- 
eth after it. It was promised to 
king Josiah, 2 Kings, xxii. 20. I 
will gather thee to thy fathers, 
and thou shalt be gathered to thy 
grave in peace. Can it reason- 
Vou. VII. NO. 5, 
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ably be doubted, whether the 
gathering of Josiah to his fathers 
and to his grave, were any other 
than his death and burial ? The 
same subject indisputably is ex- 
pressed in other passages witha 
very small variation of terms. 
It was declared to Abraham, 
Gen. xv. 15. Thou shalt go to 
thy fathers in peace. And are 
not the following words explana- 
tory of this expression? Thou 
shalt be buried in a good old 
age. Going to his fathers in 
peace, or being buried in a good 
old age, was the same with being 
gathered to his people. So it 
issaid of the rich man, Psalm 
xlix. 19. He shall go to the 
generation of his fathers. That 
even going to his fathers in 
peace did not describe the death 
ofthe righteous, but only de- 
noted, dying in the midst of 
surrounding friends, and adecent 
interment in the grave, is evi- 
dent from the contrast in the 
address to king Josiah, Thou 
shall be gathered to thy grave 
in peace, and thine eyes shall 
not see all the evil which I will 
bring upon this place : and the 
declaration made to king Zede- 
kiah. Jer. xxxiv. 4, 5. Thus 
saith the Lord of thee, Thou 
shalt not die by the sword ; but 
thou shalt die in peace and with 
the burning of thy fathers so 
shall they burn odours for thee, 
and they will lament thee say- 
ing, Ah, Lord. Very similar is 
the other expression, slept with 
his fathers, which so frequently 
occurs in the history of the 
kings of Israel and Judah. The 
apostle observes, Acts xiii. 36, 
For David fellon sleep and was 
laid unto his fathers and saw 
corruption. Do not these vari- 
ous expressions evidently relate 
to the same subject, dividing 
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the whole human race into two 
classes, one termed the fathers 
comprehending all the dead ; 
the other comprizing all the 
living, their survivors. When 
one was transferred from the 
living to the dead, he was said 
to sleep with his fathers, or be 
gathered to his people. To ap- 
ply these remarks to the pre- 
sent purpose. As being gather- 
ed to his people,denoted a peace- 
ful conveyance to the grave ; 
so not to be gathered, described 
an unburied state. As not only 
the heathen considered an un- 
buried state as a great calamity,* 
but it is represented in scrip- 
ture as a peculiar expression of 
divine displeasure, so when Job 
enumerated the judgments which 
awaited the wicked, he mentions 
this in particular. He shall lie 
down, or die ; but not be gather- 
ed, or buried. That this was 


the primary meaning and is the 


genuine sense is sufliciently con- 
firmed, it is apprehended, by 
other texts, Jer. vill. 1, 2. At 
that time, saith the Lord, they 
shall bring out the bones of the 
kings of Judah, out of their 
graves, and spread them before 
the sun, they shall not be gather- 
ed nor be buried; they shall be 
for dung upon the face of th 
earth, Chap. xxv. 33. And the 
slain of the Lord at that day 
shall be from one end of the 
earth even to the other end of 
the earth: they shall not be la- 
mented nor gathered nor buried ; 
they shall be for dung upon the 
ground. JTizek. xxix. 5. Thou 
shalt fall upon the open fields ; 
thou shalt not be brought to- 
gether, nor gathered ; thou shalt 
— 

* Eneas groaned and exclaimed, 
** Nudus iguota, Palinure, jacebis 
arcna.” 
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be meat to the beasts of the 
field, and to the fowls of heaven, 
Similar to this, it was denounced 
upon Jehoiakim. He shall be 
buried with the burial ofan ass, 
drawn and east forth beyond the 
gates of Jerusalem. 
TUPIKOS. 
—3 + a 


Memoirs of Mrs. C. Welch. 
N RS. C. Welch was born 


at Deerfield, Mass. Nov. 
1797. She was the youngest 
child of the Rev. Jonathan, and 
Mrs. Dorothy Ashley. Blessed 
with religious parents she was 
dedicated to God in infancy, and 
the subject of many fervent pray- 
crs. As the child of Christian 
parents she received a virtuous 
education, being trained up in 
early life to honor and fear the 
Lord. By such an education, as 
well as by natural sense of pro- 
priety, she was prepared even in 
early life, for a course of modes- 
ty—meekness—strict virtue, and 
to honor the laws and institu- 
tionsof God. Possessing a heart 
of sensibility to an uncommon 
degree, and a tender conscience, 
she was ever awake to a sense 
of duty ; and was, therefore, 
an obedient, attentive and most 
affectionate daurhter. In_ the 
town which gave her birth, 
where she had a large circle of 
most intimate acquaintance, and 
where she spent more than thir- 
tv of the first years of her life, 
she possessed the general confi- 
dence, esteem and affection ol 
the people. 

By disposing her to decline 
an early marriage, God reserved 
her for the discharge of two im- 
portant duties ; one, to bethe sup- 
port and comfort of an aged mo- 
ther in widowhood ; and the oth- 
er, to be a blessing to a man ce- 
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prived of his wife at an early pe- 
riod, and left with the care of 
three motherless children. 

Her father died in the month 
of August, 1780. Her mother, 
who was then advanced in life, 
and laboring under many and 
great infirmities, looked to her as 
anurse, and the principal staff 
of her earthly support. Upon 
her she attended night and day, 
with care and filial piety ; spar- 
ing no pains or labor, however 
great, that might in any meas- 
ure alleviate the burdens, and 
ease the distresses of an aged pa- 
rent, sinking under the infirmi- 
ties of declining life, and totter- 
ing, apparently, on the borders 
of the grave. 

In F'cbruary 1791, she became 
connected in marriage with the 
Rev. Moses C. Welch. This 
introduced her to a new sphere 
of action, and among utter stran- 
gers, having no acquaintance in 


the society except the man to 


whom she had become con- 
nected in the: tender relation. 
lere she had an opportunity of 
displaying the benevolence of 
her heart, as well as an uncom- 
mon share of discretion and 
prudence. Three small chil- 
dren, by a former marviage,were 
placed under her care. These 
she made her own, and exer- 
cised for them all the tender 
solicitude of a most affectionate 
mother. Their education and 
best good were objects of her 
careful attention ; and she spared 
ho pains to make them com- 
forteble and happy. To her 
husband she was all that could 
be expected, or desired, in a 
most kind, tender, aflectionate, 
and faithful conipanion. As a 
heighber she was kind and bene- 
volent, and her steps were mark- 
cd with prudence. Governing 
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herself by the maxim thatét is 
best to say nothing concerning 
those of whom we cansay no good, 
she spoke evilof none. In her 
tongue was, truly, the law of 
kindness. Such was the gene- 
ral tenor of her conduct, and 
treatment of all with whom she 
had any connexion or acquaimt- 
ance, that she possessed the con- 
fidence of her husband—the love 
of her children—the tender at- 
tachment of her neighbors, and 
the esteem and respect of the 
parish in general. Given to 
hospitality she received, with 
pleasure, her numerous visitants, 
and did all in her power to make 
them happy. 

But her spiritual concerns, 
and religious exercises formed 
the most interesting part of her 
character. Though her mind 
was, at different periods, exer- 
cised much concerning divine 
things, she made no public pro- 
fessioa of religion until after her 
marriage. She adopted the Cal- 
vinistic system before this peri- 
od, receiving as true what are 
commonly called the doctrincs 
of grace. She was, in early life, 
possessed of the idea that grace 
isa term of communion ; and 
that to profess religion without 
some preponderating evidence 
of love to God is dangerous, and 
not to be encouraged. Being of 
a tender and timid make, she 
durst not come to the table of 
Christ upon that evidence of her 
own faith which she had been 
able to obtain. This, though it 
kept her back for a number of 
years, by no means made her 
easy in a neglect of duty. It 
rather induced her to examine 
herself seriously, and there is 
reason to believe, to attend, ina 
prayerful manner,-to the con- 
cerns of the soul. 
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It was with her, as is probably 
the case with many of God’s 
children, that though the subject 
of much conviction, with clear 
discoveries of the corruption of 
nature, and the influence and 
indulgence of that corruption, 
yet she never undertook to point 
out any particular period when 
she became renewed. Believ- 
ing the necessity of regenera- 
tion, she entertained a hope God 
had changed her heart, more 
from a reconciled view of the 
divine character, and a pleased- 
ness with the gospel plan of sal- 
vation, together with an increa- 
sing desire to honor and obey 
God, than from any joyful and 
soul animating views, at any par- 
ticular time. 

In the year 1794, she so far 
surmounted the difficulties in 
her way, and obtained such a 
degree of hope, that she ventur- 
ed to profess faith, and unite 
with the church ; and appear- 
ed, though laboring, from time 
to time, under many doubts, to 
enjoy religion, and find a degree 
of pleasure in divine ordinances. 
It was her delight to go to the 
house of God with his people, 
and join with them in duties of 
divine worship ; which induced 
her, in her long course of bodily 
infirmities, to struggle through 
many and great difficulties to 
obtain the privilege. Many times 
has she attended divine service 
throughthe day, when her coun- 
tenance discovered so much 
weakness of body as to lead be- 
holders to admire she could keep 
so long from her bed. 

Her infirmities were many, 
and of long continuance. For 
nearly ten years she could, 
scarcely at any time, say she 
was well; and yet attended to 
the duties of her station with 


Memoirs of Mrs. C. Welch. 





[Nov. 


uncommon assiduity. She lost 
no time. Every moment was 
employed to some valuable pur- 
pose ; thus did she set an ex- 
ample of industry, economy and 
fidelity. She often said she had 
no time to lose ; and that our 
divine Redeemer had taught us 
to “ gather up the fragments 
that nething be lost.” Her at- 
tention to family, domestic du- 
ties was continued till within a 
few weeks of the close of life. 
When her strength so far failed 
that she Was no longer able to 
superintend the affairs of her 
family, she entirely dismissed 
allconcerns of that nature, man- 
ifesting no anxiety about them. 
The approach of death, and 
the decision of an infinitely holy 
God, who knows the secrets of 
the soul, were viewed with aw- 
ful solemnity, and a trembling 
heart. Having a tender, feeling 
mind, together with clear views 
of the evil of si, and a hum- 
bling sense of her own vileness, 
she was attimes greatly distress- 
ed. Though she would invari- 
ably say she hoped she had some 
submission, yet she didnot know 
she had any. Manifesting one 
evening great distress, the ful- 
ness of Christ and the riches of 
divine mercy were pointed out 
to her; when, though she ac- 
knowledged it all to be true, 
she said, “ there are vessels of 
wrath fitted to destruction, and t 
don’t know but I am one.”— 
When asked whether she wish- 
ed the character of God altered, 
she replied, “not at all. It is 
just as I would have it.” And to 
the question, whether the deal- 
ings of God with her appeared 
to be hard, she said, no, all he 
does is perfectly right.” Her 
mind at times appeared to rise 
above those fears that greatly 
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perplexed her, and to exercise 
4 strong confidence in God.— 
This was the case when conver- 
sing on the subject of leaving 
the world, and her prospects re- 
latingtofuturity. She expressed 
her calmness in view of death 
by observing, sometimes I think 
I can say, 

« Atthy command I'll venture down, 
“ Securely to the grave,” 

Speaking of a state of abso- 
lute dependence, she acknowl- 
edged the truth of it, and said 
she was willing to be dependent. 
When it was observed to her that 
that implied a great deal—no- 
thing short of a willingness to 
bein the hand of God, and to 
be disposed of according to his 
pleasure, she replied, “I do 
not wish to be out of his hand.” 
Not many days before her death, 
in a free conversation on the sub- 
ject, she manifested her dark- 
ness and distress of mind, and 


vet her reliance on the glorious 
Redeemer, and strong attach- 
ment to him, by observing with 
the spouse,“ I seek him whom 


my soul loveth. I seek him, 
but I find him not.” And at 
another time she declared her 
entire dependence on Christ by 
saying,“ If I perish I will perish 
at the feet of Jesus.” About 
three days before her death, she 
noticed something which led 
her to think her friends viewed 
her dissolution near. This in- 
duced her to say toan intimate 
friend, that she did not know but 
he discerned something which 
led him) to conclude her death 
hearer than she apprehended, 
and desired, if that were the 
case, he would let her know it. 
This led to a free and interest- 
ing conversation in view of 
death and eternity. Her views 
of herself as the greatest sinner 
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in the world lead to the following 
questions : 

Quest. Do you think your 
sins too big to be forgiven ? 

Ans. No—they are not too 
big to be forgiven, but I don’t 
know but they are so great that 
God will not please to forgive 
them. 

Q. Have you no hope ? 

A. Yes, 1 have some hope. 
Ii I had none I don’t know as I 
could live. 

Q. What is the ground of 
your hope ? 

A. The mercy of God, and 
the merits of Christ. 

Q. Do you hate the character 
of the sinner ? 

A. Yes, I do really hate it. 

Q. Do you love the character 
of Jesus Christ ? 

A. Yes, I know I do. 

After a considerable conver- 
sation she proposed that a pray- 
er should be made with her ; 
and the principal petition she 
wished to urge at the throne of 
grace was that she might be en- 
tirely subjected to the will of God, 
and not have one uneasy tho’t. 
After prayer she looked upon a 
friend with a degree of anxiety 
in her countenance, and said, 
“ When sinners die do they not 
go into the company of dreadful 
blasphemers ?” He told her that 
her views were right. When 
impenitent sinners leave the 
world, they are joined in com- 
pany with those that blaspheme 
God continually. She replied, 
with peculiar emotion, “ I can- 
not endure it. I never can bear 
to hear God’s name blasphemed. 
I have thought of it a great deal 
lately, and it has appeared to me 
that I could not endure it.’— 
Why, said he, could you not ! Is 
it because you love the name ol 





| God ? She replied, I think it is. 
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He then replied to her that if she 
loved the name of God so well 
that she could not bear to hear 
it abused, God would never join 
her with blasphemers. ‘io pre- 
vent too much fatigue by con- 
versation her friend retired.— 
After an hour or two he return- 
ed ; and when he came to the 
bed side she looked upon him 
with a countenance as bright and 
serene as a morning without 
clouds, and said with a smile, “ I 
wish to let you know that I have 
had some very comfortable 
hours.” Upon being asked the 
nature and ground of her com- 
fort, she observed, “ I am ehtire- 


Wily resigned to the will of God. 


Tam perfectly willing he should 
order, and do his pleasure con- 
cerning me, whether it be life 
or death.” From that time she 
manifested no anxiety, but ap- 
peared to possess her soul in pa- 
tience. Through the whole of 
her distressing illness, indced, 
she was a pattern of patience. 
Not an uneasy word escaped her 
lips, nor was she scarcely known 
to utter a single groan. 

At the time alluded to above 
the children were present, and 
she expressed the burden it was 
to her that she was not able for 
want of strength, to converse 
more, and especially with her 
children. “I long, said she to 
her husband, to talk to those 
children, and warnthem ; but I 
must leave that with you.” 

As a tender friend, and as pos- 
sessing a strong desire for the 
good and prosperity of Zion, 
she was ever solicitous for the 
comfort of her husband, and es- 
pecially for his usefulness in the 
important business, and interest- 
ing duties of his office. ‘This 
she ever mauifested both in 
health and sickness. When ask- 





ed whether, in view of parting, 
she had any thing in particular 
to say to him, her only reply 
was, * I hope God will make you 
a faithful minister.” A paper 
found in her trunk, may serve 
to show the secret exercises of 
her mind, in pious breathings 
of soul towards God, as well as 
her benevolent desires for the 
happiness of others. It appears 
to have been written on the an- 
niversary of her birth, and is as 
follows. “ God in his provi- 
“ dence has seen fit to bring me 
“to this time. 1 have now en- 
“ tered the 46th year of my life. 
“ What has been my employ- 
“ ment ? I have done little or 
“ no good in the world ; and yet 
“ ] have been a slave to the 
“ world. Ilad I been as faithful 
“tomy God as I have to the 
“ world I should have met a 
“ «lorious reward ; but not from 
merit, for 1 discard the idea 
of meriting any thing from 
* God. 

“Omy Ged! By thy grace 

assisting me, from this day I 
‘ form this resolution, so to live, 

if possible, as not to offend any 

one ; but to make it my study, 
whatever I may suffer,to make 

others happy. I ask, O 

God ! from thee that pru- 

dence, patience, health and 

strength, to enable me to pur- 

sue this resolution ; and, if it 

be thy will, be pleased, most 
“ evacious God, to remove the 
“ dark cloud that hangs over 
“ me.” 

A thought upon another paper 
is calculated, and was, probably, 
designed to give consolation to 
mourners. It is in the following 
words. “ Besides the agonizing 
“pangs we feel at parting with 
“ beloved relatives, there are 
“wild ideas roving in our 
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« minds, relating to our abode 
«here, which result from the 
« yain thought of living long ; 
« and then how shall we be pro- 
« yided for when such a friend 
“js gone, Who was our only, or 
« chief, benefactor ; and by un- 
“belief limit omnipotent pow- 
“er, or grasp his providence 
“ within our finite capacities, not 
“ considering how easy it is with 
“ Him, and how willing He is to 
“open new streams when the 
“old are dried up.” 

On the day before her death, 
which was Lord’s day, while the 
family were some of them at- 
tending public worship, she ex- 
pressed her apprehension that 
she should not see another day, 
and added, “ death is no terror 
“tome.” In the evening she ap- 

eared to be oppressed with an 
unusual drowsiness, or stupor, 
which was considered as a pre- 
sage of dissolution. It was dif- 
ficult to awake her, and she did 
not speak, or appear to notice 
any thing after about ten at night. 
Some of her last words were the 
following, and uttered distinctly, 
“TI feel strangely—I am in no 
“distress at all—I don’t know 
“what ails me—I hope God 
“will carry me safely through.” 
From tha, time respiration grew 
more laborious, and she breathed 
shorter, and shorter till about 
twenty minutes after three in-the 
morning, when this life ended, 
widwith it, there is strong reason 
to hope,all sorrow and tribulation. 
Blessed ave the dead that die in 
the Lord, Precious in the eyes of 


the Lord is the death of his Sainte. 
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To THE Epitors oF THE Con- 
NECTICUT EVANGELICAL Ma- 
GAZINE. 


GENTLEMEN, 


IN looking over some of my 
loose papers, I found a copy of a 
letter which was founded on 
circumstances that are common, 
and suggested some interesting 
thoughts. If the letter is wor- 


thy of a place in your Magazine, 
itis at your disposal. 


MY DEAR SISTER, 


LITTLE expected to have 

an opportunity to write to 
you from the place of our pre- 
sent residence, and to send my 
letter by a private conveyance. 
I rejoice to improve it, and pray 
for ability to do it in the best 
manner. To inform you of our 
residence and prospects would 
perhaps be only repeating what 
our friends at must have 
communicated already. Suffice 
itto observe on this head, that 
all is much better than we de- 
serve. We have three little 
children whom we consider as 
promising. We enjoy the af- 
fection of the people with whom 
we are connected, have so much 
ofthe good things of this world 
as with good economy will sup- 
port us at present, and though 
we are often out of health, and 
see our frames breaking down 
in this early stage of life, yet we 
hope, in some degree, we have 
learned in whatsoever state we 
are therewith to be content. 

We were last winter at . 
our place of nativity and hoped to 
have seen you there to complete 
the domestic circle, but were 
disappointed. It is not uncom- 
mon toany of us to meet with 
disappointments. You have had 
experience in this respect,though 
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in general prosperity has smiled 
upon you. How ofien_have we 
seen the most promising pros- 
pects vanish, and leave the most 
sanguine expectations without 


“the shadow of a foundation. 


Happy for us, if under these 
disappointments, we can feel a 
confidence in that wisdom which 
regards every occurrence, and a 
resignation to that. will which 
orders all things not only be- 
yond resistance, but with infinite 
righteousness. There is nothing 
that will avail to our support 
under trials and changes except 
this confidence and resignation. 
With humility and gratitude to 
him who is the author of this 
support would I say, that expe- 
rience hath taught me this. It 
is then from experience! speak, 
andon the same ground would 
recommend this trust in God 
and submission to his will. But 
none do ever feel these exercises 
or derive support from them, 
until in their hearts they are 
“reconciled unto God.” The 
perfections of the Creator and 
Governor of the world, as he 
hath revealed himself in the holy 
scriptures, must be approved, 
before we can {cel sincerely com- 
posed under the dispensations of 
providence ; for it is the Jeho- 
vah of the scriptures, an Al- 
mighty, all-wise, all-righteous, 
an all-perfect God, that governs 
the world. You willdoubt'ess re- 
collect that the reconciliation of 
our hearts unto God is the creat 
end of the revelation contaiicd 
in the scriptures, and of the 
preaching of the gospel. By 
sin the world is at enmity with 
God, all walk contrary to him. 
In their hearts men naturally 
disrelish the thoughts of a holy, 
sovereign God. and in their ways 
oppose him. By the preaching 
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of repentance toward God and 
faithy in the Lord Jesus Chritt, 
God is in Christ reconciling the 
world unto himself, and offering 
pardon and complete salvation 
to allthat hear. Are we in our 
hearts reconciled? Then his 
word will be our delight at all 
times, (especially in aiflictions) 
his service our joy, his will our 
wish, and thus in all circum. 
stances, with composure and 
quietude we shall be able to sing 
with the Psalmist, “ The Lord 
reigneth let the earth rejoice 
ke. 

When we visited at , and 
saw the astonishing changes in 
families, my mind was forcibly 
struck with the evidence of the 
uncertainty of all earthly things. 
Wesaw one family which we left 
in affluence, now sunk into the 
lowest poverty, another strip- 
ped ofits hunors and in disgrace, 
a third broken and scattered in 
the most surprising manner, a 
fourth wasted by death, so that 
scarce a name is left, others de- 
clining, and others risen and 
rising into the notice of — the 
world. What a scene of ap- 
parent contusion ! It is so in all 
places in greater or less degrees. 
But all is moving in the most 
perfect order and harmony in 
the view of hiro whose throne is 
prepared on high, and whose 
kingdom ruleth over ail, though 
unto us involved in darkness. 
All are moving regularly on the 
liood of time through changes 
and unto death in 
order, not indeed satin: | to 
the view of our limited powers, 
but according to his who is 1n- 
Cnitelv wise. If we do but come 
to 2 blessed end when ourcourse 
is finished, it is of very little 
consequence what our condition 
in this world is, or when we 
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Jeave it. The poor in this world 
who are reconciled unto God, 
and interested in his favor, shall 
be as happy as they that have 
enjoyed the greatest abundance, 
even if those also are reconciled 
unto God. But if they who are 
favored with abundance of this 
world’s goods have devoted 
themselves to the concerns of 
the body, and neglected those of 
the soul, if they have spent their 
strength and days for the trifles 
of time, and disregarded those 
of eternity, surely the pious 
poor, however great their sor- 
rows may be now, shall be un- 
speakably happier. 

Lazarus in the regions of 
blessedness is no more pained 
with his wounds, but the glut- 
tonous, uncharitable rich man, 
having had As good things in 
this life hath no comfort. Let 
our lot in this world be ever so 
erievous, our afflictions ever so 
great, if we are interested in the 
favor of God, all shall be well ; 
on the other hand, if we are ever 
so prosperous butare destitute of 
this favor, it shall go ill with us. 
Yea while we flatter ourselves 
like the rich glutton,that we shall 
live many years to eat, drink and 
be merry, or like Haman feel 
exalted by our possessions, and 
elated with our honors, all things 
do in the most infallible manner 
work together for ill. Let us 
then, my dear sister, in the view 
of these things, seriously con- 
sider what manner of persons 
we should be in our hearts and 
practice. The thought that we 
are all moving toward an eternal 
and unchanging state of being 
is as Solemn as it is true, and we 
ought not to banish it from our 
minds by eagerly pursuing the 
world. I recollect an account 
ofa woman so attached and de- 
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voted to the amusements of the 
world, that on her way to 
which lay on the opposite side of 
the river from the house, find- 
ing the crossing exceedingly 
perilous, on account of the con- 
dition of the ice (it being winter) 
she could not be disappointed 
in her pleasures ; but resolved 
to goon. That she might not 
be deterred from her course by 
the sight of her real danger, she 
blindfolded her eyes with her 
handkerchief, and bade the ser- 
vant drive on through all the 
perils before him, for she was 
determined to attend the ball 
that night. You doubtless feel 
shocked at the account. What 
benefit could the peor woman 
expect to find from her blind- 
ness if she had fallen through 
the ice? Butalas ! is it not the 
same part whichis acted over 
and over again by men in their 
conduct about future eoncerns ? 
They are eagerly bent on earth- 
ly vanities, and blind their minds 
toward the perils they are cx- 
posed to from the neglect of 
eternal things, that they may not 
be impeded in their course, 
May you and I beever on the 
watch against the snares of the 
present world, secure unto our- 
selves the favor of God in Christ, 
and finally become partakers of 
the inheritance in heaven that is 
incorruptible, undefiied and fa- 
deth not away. 

Ihave enlarged beyond my 
calculation. If I have wearied 
you, excuse me, and consider 
what has been written as flow- 
ing from the bosom of one who 
knows that he is with sincere 
affection your brother, 

A. B. 
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From the Christian Observer. 


T has occurred to me, that 

the word MoRAL is employed 
in a great variety of senses, 
and that the misunderstandings 
which consequently arise are so 
serious, that a few definitions of 
this expression may not be un- 
worthy of a place in the Chris- 
tian Observer. 

1. Iniately reading a French book 
on the constitution of the French 
armies, I found the word moral 
frequently recurring as applied 
to the Frencu Souprers. | 
rejoiced at this testimony in fa- 
vor of their private virtue, and 
began to hope that a French 
soldier might be particularly so- 
ber, henest and conscientious ; 
no less orderly in camp than I 
believed him to be valiant in bat- 
tle. The “ moral strength” of 
the French battalions, as my 
book proceeded to inform me, 
was extremely great; and this, 
“ moral strength” was carefully 
distinguished from their “ phy- 
sical strength.” Full of my 
English prejudices, I supposed 
this “ moral strength” to imply, 
that influence and power which 
the practice of an exact morali- 
ty procured to the French army 
in the countries which they have 
subjugated, and over which they 
were scattered. But becoming 
at length acquainted with the 
French jargon, I discovered that 
the term mora/ was anew phi- 
losophic term, which has now 
indeed traveled down from the 
philosophers tothe vulgar, and 
has acquired a certain degree of 
general popularity by being the 
same with the good old fashion- 
ed word ; to which word, never- 
theless, it bears no affinity what- 
ever in point of sense. By a 
close attention to my book I dis- 
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covered, Mr. Editor, that the 
“ moral strength” of an army 
means the strength or efficacy 
derived from the skill and dex- 
terity with which its exercise 
and evolutions are performed ; 
and that it stands opposed tw 
ihysical strength, inasmuch on- 
ly as the latter term implies the 
mere number of human bodies, 
torether with the force of mus: 
cle apd of sinew. ‘Thus the 
moral faculties proved to be the 
mental faculties, or rather to be 
that fart only of the menta! 
faculties by the application ot 
which to martial purposes a 
man for example,. though infe- 
rior to a horse in strength, ex- 
ceeds the horse in respect to the 
power of annoying an enemy. 
By the way, even a horse, when 
he is so trained and exercised 
as to enlarge his power of doing 
execution, may also be affirmed, 
as I conceive, to become some: 
thing of a moral animal. In 
short, Mr. Editor, it thus turns 
out that these moral qualities of 
the French soldiery, with which 
I pleased myself, are exactly 
those which may enable them, 
if they should ever set their foot 
upon our coast, more effectually 
tomake head against us. by 
the aid of this morality, as I now 
fear, they will practise a thou- 
sand stratagems against our 
volunteers ; they will pick off 
our officers with their rifle guns; 
they will point with precision 
their flying artillery against our 
villages. By means of this me- 
rality they will surprise our 
towns, lay waste our fields, and 
make captive our wives and 
children. 

2. Dismissing this most un- 
pleasant and inauspicious use ol 
the term, allow me next to call 
your attention to the same word 
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when employed by one of our 
FExciisun PHILOSOPHERS. Mr. 
licug, the person to whom I 
now allude, by throwing into one 
class all the qualities which are 
commonly thought “ estémadle,” 
and denominating every one of 
them to be virtues, has con- 
founded, as is well known, the 
natural powers of man with the 
moral virtues ; justice and tem- 
perance, for example, with a 
pair of good legs or broad 
shoulders. [admit that Hume 
inculeates a somewhat higher 
use of the term morality than 
the French writer of whom I 
have spoken; for he includes 
in his idea many moral qualities, 
though he conjoins many which 
wre not moral. I lately read a 
very ingenious essay of his, in 
which he strenuously contends 
for the philosophical wisdom 
and propriety of this confusion, 
and ascribes the distinction be- 
tween moral virtues and natural 
talents, which now so unhappily 
prevails, to that influence on 
ethics which has been produced 
by theology in these latter ages; 
a distinction which, as he insists, 
is merely verbal, and was little 
attended to by the great and 
wise men who figured in the 
heathen world. 

3. I proceed toa third mean- 
ing of the word moral. It sig- 
nites, I believe, according to 
many ethical writers, every 
branch of right conduct to our 
fellow-creatures, while it has 
little reference either to the mo- 
tives which produce that con- 
duct, or to our duty towards 
God. A regard to general ex- 
fedicncy, according to some of 
these authors, is the true founda- 
tion of morality ; benevolence, 
according to another party ; 
‘ynfiathy, according to a third ; 
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an enlightened se/Ashiess, ac- 
cording toa fourth. As those 
of whom I now speak contem- 
plate morality only as it regards 
our relation to the globe on 
which we dwell, so they restrain 
us from looking beyond that 
globe for instruction respecting 
either its nature, its extent, its 
uses, or its end. We are to ac- 
quire all our knowledge of it by 
the means of human reason ex- 
ercising itself on human things. 
Weare to derive our light, not 
from the great source of light, 
not from the sun of right- 
eousness which darts its rays 
from an immeasurable distance ; 
but from such sparks as we can 
ourselves collect, out of the ma- 
terials subsisting in that world 
in which we live. It must be 
admitted, that the morality of 
these ethical writers is often 
beautiful. One chief objection 
to their system is, that the men 
who put the theory into practice 
are not easily to be found; the 
worldly motives, which they pre- 
sent to the mind, not affording 
a foundation sufficiently strong 
for the intended supérstructure. 
These projectors therefore erect 
no Suilding of morality. They 
merely exhibit a /icfure of it— 
They are of that class of archi- 
tects who furnish plans and el- 
evations, but have nogreat talent 
at executing and realizing the 
edifices which they design. 

4. Let us next endeavor to 
define the meaning of the word 
moral, when employed in the 
common language of life. Here 
the sense is very various. With 
regard to the term moral, we 
are all cager to appropriate it 
to ourselves. Some credit is at- 
tached to it: the word there- 
fore usually stands for that part 
of morality which we ourselves 
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happen to observe ; for it is 
important to remark, that with 
the exception of the few who 
derive their morals from the 
Scriptures, all are partial in 
their morality. The situations 
of men are very various, and this 
or that virtue is easy, or difficult, 
according to the circumstances 
in which we stand. ‘The virtue 
which is easy we practise. We 
then dignify our practice with 
a general name, and we are 
shocked at the immorality of 
those who, being placed in other 
circumstances, are defective in 
that branch of morals in which 
we excel. It has been observed 
by some, that orthodoxy means 
my doctrine, and heterodoxy your 
doctrine, or the doctrine of other 
men. It might be said, with al- 
most equal truth, that morality 
means my morality, and immo- 
rality your morality, or the mo- 
rality of other men. That man 
also is deemed by us particularly 
immoral by whose vices we hap- 
pen to be incommoded. Ask 
the rich what is the chief immo- 
rality : it is stealing. Ask the 
poor: it is oppression.. Ask 
the shop-keeper : it is ordering 
goods for which you fail to pay ; 
it is the application of your 
ready money to debts of honour, 
while your tradesman’s bill is 
undischarged. Ask the spend- 
thrift, or the man of rank and 
fashion : it consists in the sor- 
did vices of the trading and 
monied world ; in taking com- 
pound interest ; in charging an 
undue profit ; in over-reaching 
in a bargain ; in demanding a 
high price for necessary com- 
modities. A woman is deemed 
by men to be immoral if she has 
once deviated from the path of 
virtue, while the very man, per- 
haps, who tempted her to this 





deviation, is not accounted by 
them an immoral person. The 
concubinage of a prince is ex. 
cused by princes, and that of 
many philosophic monarchs 
seems to have been considered 
by a modern philosopher as 
perfectly consistent with mo- 
rality*. Duelling is so gentle- 
manly a practice, that it is dif- 
ficult to execute the law against 
it, in the case of persons who 
move in the highercircles : but, 
if I mistake not, some recent 
circumstances have shewn, that 
if men of alowerorder engage 
in duels they will certainly be 
pronounced guilty of presump- 
tion, and perhaps also of mur- 
der. It is held by some that in- 
toxication almost loses its im- 
moral nature, when practised by 
opulent persons, and only in the 
convivial circle : but the ine- 
briety of a poor man is always 
an immorality. Some philoso- 
phers have been so good as to 
frame their moral system in a 
manner very favorable to these 
distinctions. Their injunctions 
are not like those of the deca- 
logue which demand the same 
things equally from all. Their 
law accomodates itself to per- 
— 


The modest station of aconcu- 
bine,” says Gibbon, ‘* below the hon- 
ours of a wife, above the infamy cf 
a prostitute, was acknowledged and 
approved by the Roman laws. From 
the age of Augustus to the tenth 
century, the use of this secondary 
marriage prevailed both in the West 
and East, and the Aumble virtues of a 
concubine were often preferred to 
the pomp and insolence of a_ noble 
matron. In this connexion the two 
Antonines, the best of princes and of 
men, enjoyed the comforts of domestic 
love.” 


* 4 


Note by the Editors. 
Gibbon was a celebrated English 
writer and infidel. 
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cons, times, and circumstances, 
and has many convenient ex- 
ceptions and abatements. Men 
of this class, in judging of the 
morality of an action, merely 
consider its expediency : and, 
in doing this, the more general 
and remote consequences enter 
little into consideration. Vice 
is with these persons scarcely 
allowed to be a vice, unless you 
can shew a special injury. You 
must prove, as if you were ina 
court of law, some specific dam- 
age before you can convict of 
immorality. The world abounds 
with men who practically illus- 
trate the evils of this system ; 
with men, I mean, who are al- 
ways Violating the laws of God, 
ut Who never allow themselves 
tobe immoral, because they 
never perceive that they inflict 
a particular and distinct injury. 

5. I proceed next to consider 
the meaning of this term when 
employed with some little re- 
ference to Religion. Some ethi- 
cal writers have admitted, that 
morality consists in conform:ty 
to the will of Ged, and have pro- 
fessed to lay the foundation of 
itin natural or revealed Reli- 
gion. Many of these neverthe- 
ess have treated so largely of 
the inferior motives to virtue, 
and have touched so generally, 
and so briefly, on that religious 
principle which they neverthe- 
less allow to be the basis of their 
system, that they differ little 
from the unbelievers. The 
foundation of Religion, which 
they profess to establish, may 
be admitted to have one quality 
of a foundation, namely, that it 
is out of sight. Having been 
once laid, itis buried as an un- 
seemly part of the edifice be- 
neath what they deem the fair 
and ample superstructure. Wri- 
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ters of this cast, if charged with 
having failed to found their mo- 
rality on Religion, are undoubt- 
edly able to make some defence. 
Religion they perhaps can an- 
swer was mentioned in an open- 
ing chapter, and it is subse- 
quently implied even where it 
is not expressed. They cannot, 
however, affirm, that they have 
represented an habitual regard 
to God, in the mind of him who 
performs a moral deed, as ne- 
cessary to render that deed ac- 
ceptable to his Creator. Neither 
can they say that they have cal- 
led men to the exercise of that 


faith, which is so much insisted 


on in the Gospel. 

6. Again there are some who 
derive their morality more di- 
rectly and plainly from the 
Scriptures. By those of whom 
I now speak, the sermon on the 
Mount is deemed the substance 
both of morality and religion ; 
to which sermon they superadd 
a few practical precepts taken 
from other parts of the Bible. 
“ By our morality thus under- 
stood,” say these professedly 
Christian teachers, * and not 
by any reference to doctrinal 
points, those subjects of endless 
disputation, our character ought 
io be estimated in this world, 
and by this test, and by this 
alone, each ofus,” asthey no 
less earnestly insist, “ will be 
judged on the last day.” The 
error of these persons is con- 
siderable. Although they pro- 
fess to take the Scriptures, and 
particularly the Sermon on the 
Mount, for their guide in morals, 
they nevertheless fall very far 
below the standard of scriptural 
morality as there exhibited. 
They tolerate, if they do not 
cherish, the smaller degrees of 
emulation, pride, vanity, selfish- 
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ness, and covetousness ; for the 
religious principle is so weak 
among them, that they find it 
necessary to substitute other 
motives to action, agzainst which 
we are frequently guarded in the 
New Testament. They are also 
conformed to the world: they 
allow a free participation, if not 
of its vices, at least of its follies 
and vanities; and they do not 
watch against temptation. They 
do not “ abstain from all appcar- 
ance of evil.” They attend the 
service of the Church, perhaps 
the sacrament, and respect the 
ordinance of baptism. They es- 
teem themselves to be good 
Christians, but they are stran- 
gers, Nay, enemies, to that seri- 
ous piety, to that deep contri- 
tion, and entire sclf-renunciation, 
which mark the sacramental 
service ; and to regeneration. 
They have a very inadequate 
idea of the value of time, and 
ofthe responsibility of man in 
respect to the whole multitude 
of his smailer actions. They 
carry no virtue tothat height to 
which we are taught to aspire 
by the Gospel. And, in short, 
they so nearly resemble,.in res- 
pect to practical points, the mass 
of worldly and unbelieving men, 
that it is difficult to discern any 
difference between them. It 
therefore may flot improperly 
be asked of them,“ What do ye 
more than others?” It also de- 
serves remark, that those religi- 
ous feelings which constitute, 
according 


Christian holiness. are little es- 


teemed by those persons ; per- | 


haps are considered by them as 
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ry to the language of 
the Bible, one essential part of 


[ Noy, 


nal conduct is fair, are easily as- 
sumed to be right. The cond}- 
tion of the heart is not s2rious|y 
regarded. Good and bad actions 
are considered, not as indications 
of a christian and unchristian 
state, not as fruits of the spirit 
and works of the flesh, not as de- 
noting a man to bea child of God 
or of the wicked one, to be under 
the law or under grace ; but as 
sO many items on the two sides 
of a general account. Each hu- 
man being is imagined to have 
credit with this Maker for as 
many good actions as he per- 
forms, (it matters little whether 
ona religious principle.) and to 
stand debited for his bad deeds ; 
and God is then supposed to 
strike a balance between them. 
The Almighty, according to the 
language of a poet, who well 
knew how to expose the nature 
of this error, is believed to 
weigh 
‘© Virtues and vices in an equal scale, 
And save or damn as those or these 
prevail.” 
Morality of this sort stands op- 
posed tothe whole genius of the 
Gospel. It is a morality in every 
respect poor and incomplete, 
and yet it is deemed sufficient to 
It is not 
that morality which is perfect, 
and which by its very perfection 
serves clearly to condemn those 
who appeal to it asthe criterion 
of their conduct. It is neither 
the sinless morality of the law, 
nor the sincere and universal 
holiness of the Gospel. It isa 
morality which is partial, cere- 
monial, external, owing its ¢x- 
istence chiefly to a regard to 


character, arising out of a love 
of that honour which proceedeth 
from men, and not of that praise 
vhich cometh from God only. 
It is a morality which, occupy- 


—o 
ws 


marks of enthusiasm, and con- 
templated with suspicion and 
dislike. Motives are slightly en- 
-guired into. These, if the @xter- 
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19¢ On the different 
ing the place of true holiness, 
serves to deceive the possessor 
of it, and, by supplying him 
with something in which he 
ihinks that he may trust, is wont 
io fill him even with prejudice 
wrainst the humbling doctrines 
of the Gospei; whereas, “ the 
law,’ as delivered in the Old 
‘Testament, when rightly under- 
stood, 1S, both by the types 
which it exhibits, and the mo- 
rality which it enjoins, “ our 
schoolmaster to bring us to 
Christ, that we may be justified 
by faith.” In short, the morality 
which I am condemning is sub- 
stantially the same with that ex- 
ternal virtue to which the Jews 
attained, and of which the Pha- 
risees made their boast ; and in 
respect to which it has been au- 
thoritatively declared, that “ ex- 
cept your righteousness shall 
exceed the righteousness of the 
Scribes and Pharisees, ye shall 
in no case enter into the king- 
dom of heaven.” When persons 
practising such a defective mo- 
rality, can appeal to our Savi- 
our’s sermon on the mount as 
their moral standard, they shew 
themselves as ignorant of the 
true import of that awful dis- 
course, asthe Jews were of the 
true nature of Christ’s kingdom. 

7. I now advance to another 
class of persons who make a 
much more serious profession of 
Religion, whose regard to doc- 
trine is great, whose conduct in 
many respects is strict, but 
whose morality nevertheless is 
extremely partial and incom- 
plete. Cromwell was a man of 
this class. Itis recorded of him, 


that he was addicted to none of 


the ordinary vices ; that he ob- 
served the Sal.bath ; that he re- 
tired daily in order to pray and 
read the Scriptures; and that 
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he much encouraged others in 
austerity of life. Some who 
Watched him narrowly have re- 
ported, that when engaged in 
prayer he would prostrate him- 
self on the ground, and that he 
appeared to pour out his soul 
with tears toGod.* But it was 
one maxim of Cromwell that 
“ the moral laws” of God, 
“though commonly binding,” 
may * be dispensed with on ex- 
traordinary occasions},” it being 
proper that * private justice” 
and morality “should yield to 
public necessity.” Even if his- 
tory had not exposed the gene- 
ral hypocrisy of this usurper, 
the unsoundness of his Religion 
might have been inferred from 
this single trait. Many follow- 
ers of Cromwell adopted a mo- 
rality which was,in like manner, 
partial in a variety of respects ; 
and in most ages there have 
been found men who have both 
professed and observed consider- 
able strictness in certain particu- 
lars, while they have been neg- 
ligent in other great practical 
points. Are there not some per- 
sons among ourselves, who con- 
sider adultery, fornication, gross 
fraud, lying, sabbath breaking, 
profaneness, to be grievous o!- 
fences, but discern no iniquity in 
covetousness and love of the 
world? Are there not other ad- 
vocates for a like strictness, who 
excuse almost every sin which 
can be brought under the de- 
nomination of a bad temper ; 
others, who see little or no evil 
in spiritual pride and conceit ? 
The Scriptures give no coun- 
tenance to this kind of partiality. 
They often couple the vices of 
— 

* See Neale’s History of the Puri. 
tans. 

+ See the sane author, 





re tae : 
See ee 


oe -_— é 


ae 


184 Danger of delaying the Concerns "Nov. 


the mind with those of the body, 
the sins to which moderns give 
the soft title of a bad temper 
with the grosser offences ;— 
“ emulation, wrath, strife,”’ with 
“adultery, fornication, sid un- 
cleanness ;”’"—“ living in malice 
“and envy,” with “ serving di- 
“versiusts and pleasures.” How, 
indeed. can the sentiment, that 
aman may be religious and yet 
retain a bad temper, be more 


effectually discountenanced than 


by erecting charity into the chief 


Christixn erace, and denomina- 
tine love 
the fay 
[he Scriptures are impartial 
In every They spare the 
Sins 1 
he professing Church. They 
publish the transgression as well 
of one Apostle who for a mo- 
lenied. as of another who 
betrayed his Master. They give 
frequent warning of false teach- 
ers, who should arise and draw 
them ; and 
lown this as the universal 
by their fruits they 
They speak 
vist,’ a spirit pro- 
shristian, but really ini- 
ic true Christ, which 
rise in the very bosom 
Church: they declare 
the first ane surest are, 


‘ 


* sceinliee after 
y di sCIpie S ate) 


_ 33 
IOW. 


LteCi 


iad begun to work ; 
shouid only guard 
urainst errors of a 
they affirm that 
many Anti-christs.” 
that even Satan 
form himself into an 


Appearances of 


en maintained, 

hes of morality have 
by all the great 

of mankind : how 
indeed could they 
ied ? It is chiefly by 


to be the fulfilling of 


; - 7 
eit er of the world, nor ot 





the partiality of their virtue that 
the imposture was to be found 
out. 

I propose in my next paper 
to enter into some description 
of truly scriptural morality, and 
thus to conclude my subject. 

S. P. 


From the Christian Chserver. 


THE author of the inclosed 
paper was the Rev. /Villiam 
Whitaker, of Leeds, in York- 
shire. The last sermon he ever 
preachec was on Matt. xxiv. 44. 
* Therefore be ye also ready, 
for in such an hour as ye think 
not the son of man cometh.”— 
This sermon he was induced to 
publish, with a preface, entitled 
* An Address to the Reader on 
the Danger of delaying the con- 
cerns of the Soul, in hope of a 
lingering Iliness.” I was par- 
ticularly struck with this address 
as applicable to that numerous 
class of persons who labor under 
consumptive complaints, and 
who, it is well known, are ex- 
ceedingly apt to indulge falla- 
cious hopes of recovery, while 
their danger is plainly visible to 
every other eye. An anxious 
wish to prevent the lamentable 
effectsof this wretched delusion, 
has made me desirous to obtain 
for the address in question, now 
little known, a place in_ the 
Chritian Observer. And I am 
sure that suouid it be the means, 
as I trust it may, of awakening 
the minds of any to a percep- 
tion of the necessity of instant 
preparation for eternity, vou, Sil, 
will feel amply compensated for 
the space which it will wed 
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CHRISTIAN READER, 

“ O one, I believe, ever 

f thought less of publish- 
ing a sermon when composing 
jt, than I did of publishing this. 
An awful circumstance has how- 
ever determined me to doit. It 
was the last 1 ever preached. — 
The same evening, after my 
yeturn from Morley, where I 
had delivered it, a blood-vessel 
broke in my lungs, and finished 
my capacity for usefulness, as a 
preacher, in aninstant. A cir- 
cumstance which I hoped might 
procure it some extraordinary 
degree of attention, especially 
from those who had a personal 
value for me. 

“ Another reason was, that it 
would give me an opportunity of 
bearing my dying testimony 


against that delusion of delu- 
sions, by which I am persuaded 


Satan undoes more souls than 
by all his other devices; I mean 
ithe hopes of a death-bed repent- 
ance, grounded on the presump- 
tion ofa lingering death. This, 
I flatter myself, I may be able to 
do with some advantage (not- 
withstanding my present very 
weak circumstances, and utter 
unfitness to treat any subject 
with accuracy) as I have seen 
so much of the flattery and de- 
lusions of a cecline, during that 
lone and tedious indisposition, 
through which the Almighty, in 
the course of his all-wise provi- 
dence, has called me to. pass.— 
This is the sole design of this 
introductory address. 

“I know the generality of 
mankind are so far from having 
any formidable apprehensions of 
& consumption, that they think 
itaffords a most happy opportu- 
nity of preparing for the coming 

Von. VII. No. 5, 
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of the Lord ; and in the hopes 
of dying such a lingering death, 
often, alas! put off that which 
their conscience tells them is 
their duty, and which they would 
not for the world have left finally 
undone. When they think of 
the fever, the palsy, the apo- 
plexy, or the cholic, they are 
alarmed ; fear chills all their 
members, and they are almost 
persuaded to flee from the wrath 
tocome. But as to a consump- 
tion, it carries no terrors with it; 
so far from it, that they think, if 
they may be but so happy as to 
die of this disorder, all will be 
safe enough; they will then 
have plenty of time to reflect 
upon their past lives, to humble 
themselves before God, to apply 
tothe blood of Jesus, and the 
grace of the Spirit; and that 
they. shail moreover have so 
many daily calls to attend to, and 
improve, this favorable oppor- 
tunity, that there is little dan- 
ger of their neglecting to im- 
prove it. Thisis all a delusion ! 
a dreadful delusion, big with 
the eternal ruin of most, if not 
all who trust to it. A consump- 
tion affords none of those favor- 
able opportunities of acquaint- 
ing ourselves with God, and pre- 
paring for eternity, which it so 
speciously promises. No: like 
the harlot, it smiles only that it 
may the more easily delude. 

“ This, reader, is not the rash 
hasty declaration of a recluse 
immured in his closet, but the 
deliberate opinion of one who 
has past through the various 
stages of this most deceitful dis- 
order, and grounded upon his 
own observation during a long 
course of trial: of one, whose 
firm persuasion it is concerning 
his own soul, that if he had not 
been prepared before he fell ill, 
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he had been undone for ever, 
(though no one was ever carri- 
ed on in a manner more ap- 
parently favourable) and whose 
experience makes him as cer- 
tain, that if thou trust to it, foi 
making thy peace with God, it 
will as certainly undo thee. Bear 
with me, Christian reader, while 
I offer thee some of those ob- 
servations which have induced 
me to be ofan opinion so very 
different from that of the gene- 
rality of mankind. Ifthey ap- 
pear only the hasty conclusions 
of a person rendered fretful by a 
lone course of sufferings, then 
continue thy former hopes ; but 
if thy conscience tells thee, as J 
am persuaded it will, that they 
are just, dread one moment lon- 
gerio pursue a course which 
may be attended with the most 
fatal consequences. Qh, - re- 
member that awful declaration, 
the hail shall sweep away the 
refuge of lies, and the waters 
shall overflow the hiding place, 
and your covenant with death 
shall be disannulled, and your 
agreement with hell shall not 
stand ; when the overflowing 
scourge shall pass through, then 
shall ye be trodden down.— 
Isaiah xxviii. 17, 18. 

“ The reason, I presume, why 
this disorder has been generally 
thought so favourable to the 
great work of faith and repent- 
ance,is, that it is in itself ex- 
tremely dangerous ; yet attend- 
ed with no great apparent pain 
or distress, and generally con- 
tinues fora long time. Hence, 
I suppose, it has come to be 
thought favourable, both as af- 
fording calls to thoughtfulness, 
and ‘ime for exercising it. It 


must be confessed there appearse 


something specious in this. One 
would imagine, considering how 
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generally fatal all kinds of cop- 
sumptions are, that they would 
at once alarm the person seized 
with them, and put him upon an 
immediate attention to the things 
that belong to his peace; in 
which case he would generally 
have considerable time for it. 
Yet surprising as it may appear, 
this is so far from being the case 
in fact, that it has passed into a 
common proverb, that @ con- 
sumplive man never thinks hine 
selfin danger. The justice of 
this I scarce knew how to allow, 
till I came to experience it. But 
I am now convinced that it is an 
awful truth, well deserving the 
attention of all those who depend 
upon this as a season for repeni- 
ance. 

“ The disorder alarms others, 
but it seldom creates any great 
alarm to the paticnt himself, ull 
he comes to the very last stages 
of it ; and perhaps not then nei- 
ther, as nothing is more com- 


‘mon than for a consumptive man 


to die in his chair or on his 
couch.—To this insensibility of 
danger a yaricty of things con- 
tribute. 

“ One is, the gradual and in- 
terrupited manner in which this 
distemper proceeds. When the 
impetuous warrior, who by rais- 
ing battery upon battery, des- 
troys his enemy’s defences in a 
moment, abruptly breaks into a 
country, he creates instant ter- 
ror wherever he approaches : 
even the most ignorant and stu- 
pid are alarmed, and put upon 
making use of every method of 
defence : whilst he who pro- 
ceeds more cautiously by sap 
(whatever alarm he may give 
the garrison, who are aware ot 


pthe danger of such a proceed- 


in), seldom alarms the inhcbi- 
. ’ ‘ 
tants much, till they see all about 
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sem ready to tumble into ruins. 
hus, when those more furious 
emssaries ol that great conquer- 
cath, ie plague, the fever, 
jolexy, tne palsy, &c. ap- 
acy create instantaneous 
persons cannot have the 
least apprehension of their ap- 
roach without terror: but the 
consumpuoan gives no such 
warm; its approaches are ‘so 
cradual, that it dees not appear to 
bring death much nearer to 
view than whilst in health. On 
the dest seizure what is more 
common than for a person to 
say, “ L have only got a little 
cough, or a slight fever ; it will 
soon go off again ; I have often 
had such complaints before now, 
and never was any worse for 
them: colds generally affect me 
inthis manner, but I shall be 
better in a few days ?” Ina 
few days, probably, his disorder 
abates a little, andthen he con- 
cludes he is well. It returns 
again ; again he hopes and 
taiks as before. He sees his 
flesh waste, and feels his strength 
abate, but hopes soon to get rid 
of his cough, or fever, or sweats, 
and then he shall soon recover 
his flesh and strength, he does 
not doubt. Thus he goes on 
d:luding himself, while allaround 
him see his danger plainly 
enough. And what enables him 
to do itthe more easily is, that 
as this disorder does not in yrene- 
ral bring a person down very 
faust till towards the last; in 
order to be sensible of his de- 
cline, he must compare what he 
is to-day, not with what he was 
yesterday or the day before, but 
with some more distant period ; 
waic! 4a person in such circum- 
Siances is seldom disposed to do. 
Itis natural to every one, I be- 
lieve, to wke up with the shorter 
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toutparisow, and then it is easy 
to see what the conclusion will 
be. 

‘The slow progress of this 
disorder also creates less alarm, 
as it affords hope from fuiurity, 
which other disorders will not 
give time for. ‘he patient finds 
himself, indeed, growing weak- 
er; but ‘it isowing to the ex- 
cessive heats of the summer : 
in autumn he shall be better.’ 
Perhaps he finds himself a little 
recruited by that mild season. 
The winter then, he becomes 
confident, will perfect ail, and 
quite brace him up. On_ the 
contrary he finds his cough in- 
crease by that severe season, and 
that the confinement it occa- 
sions contributes further to 
break down his constitution. 
Weil,—He hopes, and his friends 
encourage him to hope, that the 
spring will set all right, and 
free him from all his complai NtSe 
So the excellent Watts was dealt 
with, as he himself relates in 
the following lines : 

Yet my fond friends would speak a 
word of hope, 

Love would forbid despair,—Look 
out, they cry, 

Beyond these gloomy damps, while: 
winter hangs 

Heavy on nature, and congeals her 
power, 

Lool: cheerful forwards to the vital 
infinence 

Of the returning spring -—— 

Miscel. Thoughts, No. 47, p. 178. 
Thus do our friends fatally fat- 
ter us with hopes of a May sun- 
beam, Whilst not one of them is 
kind enouen to hint at those cold 
north-east blasts we cone fect 
before the arrival of that revi- 
vine season, and by which so 
many thousands of invalids are, 

n this unsettled climate, every 
spring sent into et ernity ; and so 
many. more so broken down as 
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soon to fall a prey to the heat 
ofthe summer. Fatal friend- 
ship ! 

* But this isnot the only in- 
stance in which our friends 
cruelly lend their assistance to 
help forwards the delusions of 
this naturally too delusive dis- 
order. One brings you a re- 
medy for a consumption that 
has cured this person and the 
other person, and never was 
known to miss, if taken in time. 
If you have faith in such kind of 
nostrums, this is sure to keep 
up your hopes till the event 
undeceive you, and shews it to be 
a broken reed, which pierces 
the hand instead of supporting 
it. Another bids you not to 
be discouraged ; nothing is 
more common than for persons 
to continue weakly a long time, 
and after all recover their health 
again. I myself was told of one 
who recovered after being con- 
fined to his house for five years. 
When you are a little recovered 
from one of the paroxysms of 
the disorder, they are sure to 
tell you how much better you 
look than when they saw you 
Jast, and this not only during 
the first approaches of the dis- 
order, but even to the last, if 
they can but recollect any one 
period in which you looked 
worse. In short, as the danger 
of this disorder is well known to 
be more certain than that of any 
other whatever, and the case of 
these who are seized of conse- 
quence more hopeless, so there 
is no one in which it seems to 
be more the united view of all 
around them to keep out of 
sight as much as possible what- 
ever might create any alarm. 
Ifany are so thoughtless, or so 
much your friends as to act a 
contrary part, and plainly tell 


Danger of delaying the Concerns 








f Nov. 


you their opinion, if you ary 
not peculiarly happy in those 
about you, ’tis odds but effectual 
care is taken that they shall 
hever more see you again 
whilst, whenever the cistemper 
will permit, your friends of 4 
different stamp will as certainly 
be encouraged to get about you 
as much as they can, in order 
tokeep up your spirits, or in 
other words, to keep off reflec- 
tion : and inthis they are gene- 
rally too successful. Thus do 
friends and disorder join togeth- 
er, to keep the patient ignorant 
of his real case, and prevent him 
from making any spiritual im- 
provement of it. 

“ But it may be asked, are 
there no periods in this disorder 
wherein this deluder cannot 
cheat ; when the patient cannot 
but be sensible that he is in very 
imminent danger? Yes, there 
are. Oh! the agonizing pains 
some feel, when every breath 
they draw is, as it were, tearing 
to pieces the tenderest mem- 
branes in the human body. Oh: 
the inexpressible anguish which 
others feel from an obstructed 
respiration, when the lungs re- 
fuse to fill, and the patient is 
brought almost to the agonies of 
death: Oh! the insupportable 
depressions of others, when their 
souls faint within them : what 
they feel none can tell, but those 
who have felt the like. But 
these, reader, are times for ¢xer- 
cising, not for acquiring Chris- 
tian graces. The Christian, in 
such circumstances, finds tt 
quite labour enough to keep his 
mind in a composed frame, and 
with a filial temper to submit to 
the afflictive will of his heaven- 
ly Father. It cost mie, in these 
paroxysms, many a sigh and 
tear to keep mine so ; yea, and 
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after all, I had frequent occa- 
sions to humble myself before 
God,that I bare not his will 
more submissively. Is this then 
atime ([ appeal to thy consci- 
ence) is thisa timeto begin to 
do any thing for eternity ? If 
thou suspectest me of misre- 
presenting matters, or setting 
things out more strongly than is 
needful, take the opportunity of 
plying to the next of thy ac- 
quaintance, who is in such cir- 
cumstances. I will not say, Go 
and ask him what ability he 
finds to settle the great account 
between God and his soul ? The 
question might probably get 
thee an immediate exclusion 
from his room. But take an 
opportunity to ask him to settle 
some account, or talk over some 
intricate affair : his answer, I 
dare say, willbe, Do not trou- 
ble me with your accounts now ; 
amIin any condition to attend 
to business, do you think? I 
could notdo it were it to save 
my life.” Indeed ! then where 
will thy prudence be, reader, if 
thou leavest the great account 
between God and thy soul tu be 
settled in such circumstances ? 
Ifhe cannot run with footmen 
without being wearied, how wilt 
thou be able to contend with 
horses. Jer. xii. 5. 

“ But when this extremity of 
pain is a little abated, may it not 
then be hoped that season will 
be favourable ? No. The old de- 
lusions soon return. ‘The inter- 
missions, even to the Jast, are 
levarded as the sure earnest, at 
least as affording geod hope, ef 
a recovery ; and no sooner 1s 
the severity of pain, or languish- 
ing of the disorder, a litte fone 
oi, than the patient begins to 
think himself in but little dan- 


ik this from experi- 
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ence. Perhaps thou wilt not 
think it reader, yet I assure you 
itis true ; that though my legs 
have begun to swell, so as to be 
burdensome to me ; though I 
am every night emaciated with 
the most dreadful sweats, and 
every morning cough up large 
quantities of thick matter from 
my lungs; and though my pen, 
which used to be the fen of « 
tolerable ready writer, now so 
shakes in my hand, that I can 
scarce write legibly ; yet if I did 
not exercise my reason and judg- 
ment, there are times in which 
I should think myself in little 
danger. But what room is there 
to believe that he will exercise 
his reason, who is conscious that 
he is utterly unfit for death, and 
expects to behold nothing after 
it but blackness and darkness ? 
How much more ground is there 
to fear that he will indulge the 
pleasing delusion, till it end jn 
his everlasting ruin ? 

“ The above is designed to 
shew how little prospect there is, 
that a sinner willever be awaken- 
ed to faith and repentance cu- 
ring a decline, and therefore, 
how highly dangerous it is to 
delay one moment inthe great 
things that belong to our peace, 
in hopes of dying of such a dis- 
order. Give me leave now to 
change the scene, and to add, 
that supposing it had all that 
tendency to awaken to faith and 
repentance, which some seem so 
fondly to imagine, what reason 
have we to hope that God will, 
by his grace, give efficacy to it? 
And yet without this, what hopes 
can we have of success, even 
from the most likely means ? 
It was a bold expression of a 
certain great preacher, yet not 
more bold than truce, * Theugh 
God were to shake an uncon- 
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verted sinner over the pit of 
hell, however it might frighten 
him, it would not convert him.’ 
No, reader; to this something 
else is necessary, even that di- 
vine blessing, without which Paui 
may filant and Apollos water, 
without success. But what rea- 
son have we to hope, that God 
will afford his converting grace 
to those who have wilfully tri- 
fled away their season of grace, 
and refused to work till the time 
of working is over? Where is 
there one instance in all scrip- 
ture, except that of the thief up- 
on the cross, (which being a case 
that can never happen agzin, is 
by no means a proper prece- 
dent) of aperson savinely called, 
after the season for working was 
over ? I know of none. I read, 
indeed, of persons of the most 
abandoned characters washed 
and sanctified, and justified in 
the name of the Lord Jesus, and 
by the spirit of God, 1 Cor. vi. 
11. and of a Paul obtaining 
mercy ; that in him, as the 
chief of sinners, Christ might 
shew forth a pattern of all long- 
suficring to them that should 
hereafter believe, 1 Zim. i. 15, 
16. Nay, and I read of some 
being called into the vineyard at 
the eleventh hour, .4/a/t. xx. 6. 
when they had but one hcur to 
work ; but none of them called 
after the twelfth. No; the 
door seems then to be shut, and 
nothing left but for the Lord to 
take an account of his labourers. 
An awful consideration this for a 
sinner, who neglects to prepare 
for the coming of Christ, in 
hopes of a death- bed repentance. 
Reader, whoever thou art, may 
it have its due weieht with thee 
Methinks it may well make 
thee tremble, if thou art an un- 
converted man, to think upon 
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what a precipice thou stanley 
Oh! think of it, and dread wy 
trust to any thing to be done 
when thou art capable of acc: 
service ho long rer. To-day, 
while it is calied to-day, be, 5 
to prepare for eter nity, test the 
Lord swear thou shait not enter 
into his rest at all. And = con- 
cerning woom have we more 
reason to fear he is uttering tuis 
awful excluding oath, than con- 
cerning those who have wiltuliy 
trifled away all the time in which 
they were capable of serving 
him, in hopes of repenting when 
they could serve him no longer. 
* But supposing all these dif- 
ficulties gut over; supposing 
that, by a miracle of divine 
erace, thou art awakened in this 
most danrerous state to sucha 
sense de undone condition as 
humbles thee thoroughly at the 
foot of Jesus, produces th 
godly sorrow for sin which work- 
eth repentance not to be repent- 
ed of, and which would have 
brought forth fruits meet for 
repentance, if opportunity had 
not been wanting. In this case, 
I doubt not thy state is salt. 
But what evidence canst thou :n 
such circumstances have that! 
really is so? Our Lord says, by 
their fruits ye shall know them, 
Mott. vii. 20. and orders us to 
discover the reality of our rela- 
tion to him by letting our light 
so shine before ms Dy that they 
seeing our good works, may g!0- 
rify our father which is in he:- 


ven, Afatt. v. 16. In like man- 
ner also the apost!e James says, 


that by works is faith made per- 
fect, Jam. ji. 22. thatis, ilus- 
trated and discovered to be 1 
Bet we have no other scripture 
criterion that I know eof. All 
others are the inventions of men, 
consequently liable to deceive 


real. 
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What reasonable evidence then 
canst thou have that thy state is 
good, even supposing that it be 
so? Lknow weil there are some 
sho willencourage thee to trust 
to certain impulses and feelings; 
who talk of receiving satisfactory 
assurance of seeing Christ hold- 
ing out his arms to receivethem, 
from dreams, and strong im- 
pressions on their spirits, which 
assure them they are the 
children of God: but as these 
no Scripture marks, a wise 
man will be very cautious how 
he trusts to them. When he 
considers to what .a pitch the 
imagination may be worked up, 
he will alwavs doubt such evi- 
dences as these ; especially he 
will always have a doubt of them 
in such disorders as we are now 
cating of. The body being 
weak, and the spirit for the most 
part brisk, such impressions on 
the fancy, either from tne ope- 
rations of our own imagination, 
or the great enemy of souls, are 
easily made. We often per- 
ccive them in persons in such 
circumstances, with regard to 
common things ; and what 
strange agitations are sometimes 
occasioned thereby ! 

“ No wonder, then, if (with- 
out any divine operations in the 
case) the terrified uninformed 

nd be elevated with religious 
imaginations ; such as that God 
is theirs ; Christ’s blood is shed 
Jr them ; the devil has no fart 
wn them, &c. after conversing 
with persons of an enthusiastic 
turn, whose whole discourse 


are 
“ie 


consisted of such phrases as 
these, injudiciously applied: and 
therefore every prudent person 
will be very cautious how he 
resis on such evidence, or in- 
deed takes any comfort from it, 
tlle has had some opportu- 
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nity of proving its genuiness by 
its fruits. 

“ Indeed it may justly make 
one very cautions with respect 
toall kinds of evidence not ac- 
companied by works, when we 
consider how few of those who 
have been awakened on what 
they imagined to be a death-bed, 
ever kept their vows and resolu- 
tions when they recovered. For 
my own part, I do not know one. 
And though I believe there have 
been some few instances of this 
kind, yet the number is so very 
few, compared with those who 
have returned again to their 
folly, and perhaps become seven 
fold more the children of hell 
than before, as may well make a 
man tremble who thinks of a 
death-bed delusion, and doubt 
of every evidence of his own 
change, if he has not an oppor- 
tunity of proving it by its fruits. 

“ How uncomfortabie then, 
reader, must thy situation be, 
even supposing thou art really 
converted, in this most incon- 
venient season ! While the 
Christian, who served God from 
his youth, is rejoicing in the 
consideration thathe remembers, 
and ever will remember, the 
kindness of his youth ; and_,tak- 
ing encouragement thence, not 
only to stay himself upon his 
God, but to rejoice in himamidst 
all his trials and afflictions, thou 
art beclouded with doubts and 
fears, with only a bare Iho can 
tell but the Lord may be gracious ? 
And when, onthe other hand, 
these sensible joys are fled from 
thy fellow Christian, and he can 
only trust in the name of the 
Lord, and stay himself upon his 
God, because conscious that in 
the main he has feared the Lord, 
and obeyed the voice of his ser- 
vants ; how dismal must thy soul 
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be, how full of doubts, fears, and 
suspicions as to all thou hast 
felt, and of dismal forebodings 
concerning what is future. 

“ Come now, then, and let us 
reason together. Is the con- 
sumption a desirable season, 
to which to put off the great 
work of faith and repentance ? 
Is it a disorder in itself likely to 
awaken thee, or afford thee any 
peculiar means of awakening ? 
Is there any reason to hope that 
God will ever bless thee with the 
aids of his Good Spirit, if thou 
thus wilfully trifiest away the 
time of health, in hopes of a 
death-bed repentance ? Or canst 
thou have any thoroughly satis- 
factory evidence of thy good 
state, supposing thee converted, 
if thou delayest to this most un- 
favorable season, or canst thou 
ever dic comfortably without it ? 
Say then, does a consumption 
appear a favorable season of ac- 


quainting ourselves with God, 
and preparing for eternity ? Does 
it not appear less favorable to 


thee than it once did, from what 
has now been suggested? Yet I 
have not been able to tell thee 
half. Oh! that I could describe 
to thee half what I have felt in 
myself, of the extreme unfitness 
of this season for so great a 
work! Oh! that I could lay be- 
fore thee, in a view one half as 
striking as they have often ap- 
peared t to me, the delusions of 
the former, and the extreme Ian- 
cuor and listlessness of the latter 
part of this most tedious disor- 
der, wherein, literally spea- 
king,the grasshopper isas a bur- 
den! But I cannot. My weak 
shattered frame forbids it. Itis 
a wonder I have been able to say 
so much. But from what I 
have, judge of what I have 2ot 
been able to lay before thee, and 


On the Religious Education of Childrew, 





[ Noy, 


then ask thyself seriously, whe- 
ther it be not best immediately 
to fall in with the wise man’s ad- 
vice, /éccles. ix. 10. and whatso- 
ever thy hand findeth thee todo, 
to do it with allthy might? Then 
mayest thou hope to die with 
comfort whatever death is ap- 
pointed to thee, and to lift up 
thy head with rejoicing, amidst 
all the future horrors of a dissol- 
ving world. 
ow. WW 

The reader will perceive that 
in the foregoing address, the 
pious author, in dissuading per- 
sons against deferring the mo- 
mentous concerns of the soul and 
eternity while health and 
strength are continued, has argu- 
ed on the supposition that they 
should die of a lingering illness, 
and thus have timely warning of 
their latter end. But all who 
depend upon this, might here 
naturally be reminded, that they 
are chargeable with a most un- 
warrantable presumption. Sup- 
posing a decline were ever so 
favorable to a due preparation 
for death and judgment, it were 
madness to defer this necessary 
business,since none have the least 
rational ground to expeet such 
indulgence, there being number- 
less other disorders by which 
mortals are carried to their long 
home ; and we frequently sce 
death sent without a moment’s 
previous notice. 


From the Christian Observer. 


A corresPonDENT, who signs him- 
self a Christian Parent, having request- 
ed, in your number for January last, 
the communication of ‘a few hints, 
respecting the means that have been 
found most successful, in impressing 
the minds of children with the im- 
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portant truths of our holy religion, 
and bringing them to an early ac-. 
quaintance with its sanctifying in- 
uence ;” I take the liberty of spg- 
gesting a few considerations on this 
important subject. 


T HOUGH a pious education is not 
universally successful, in bring- 
ing children into a truly religious 
state; yetit is undoubtedly appoint- 
ed by God for this end, and is per- 
haps more frequently attended with 
success than any other means of 
grace. 

Education may be comprized under 
these three heads, discipline, instruc- 
tion, and example. These must all 
concur, and be agreeab!e to the word 
of God, in order to form what is 
comprehended under the idea of 
Christian Education. 

Children are the proper subjects of 
DISCIPLINE, before they are capable 
of receiving much instruction ; and a 
system of discipline ought to com- 
mence as soon as ever they are able 
to discern between good and evil 
This branch of education is of more 
consequence than parents in general 
are aware of. We shall see its im- 
portance if we consider the nature of 
true religion, and the ideas which a 
child forms in infancy of the autho- 
rity of his parents. 

True religion consists in choosing 
the will of God in preference to our 
own. His authority is absolute. It 
should silence allour perverse rea- 
sonings ; and obtain from us an im- 
plicit obedience. And as a parent 
isto his child in God’s stead, he ought 
to require from the child an intire 
submission to his authority. 

A child naturally conceives the au- 
thority of his parent to be absolute ; 
and if a proper discipline is maintain- 
ed, this branch of education will bea 
handmaid to religion, Let the ob- 
ject be changed, and filial obedience 
becomes piety. 

All the commands of a parent 
should be reasonable ; andas the un- 
derstanding of the child advances 
their reasonableness should be un- 
folded : but implicit submission must 
be inforced long before the reason 
of the command can be understood. 

We may easily discover, that chil- 
dren are perpetually endeavouring to 
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Education of Children. 


break through the absolute authority 
of their parents. This is attempted 
with amazing sagacity even in early 
infancy. Children will sometimes 
disobey in the most trifling circum- 
stances, in hope that the parent will 
not think it worth the trouble to per- 
severe in requiring obedience, They 
will endeavor by some humorous 
trick to disarm the displeasure of a 
parent, when they see him serious in 
requiring obedience. They will seize 
the opportunity when the parent is 
engaged with company, or with 
some close employment, to evade 
obedience to a command, which they 
know would be enforced if the pa- 
rent was more at leisure to pay atten- 
tion to their conduct. In these, and 
similar instances, parents should be 
upon their guard,and never suffer their 
children tobreak a known command 
by any device or artifice whatever. 

That discipline may be effectual, it 
must be steady. A child will soon 
discover, whether the commands of 
the parent depend upon his humour, 
or his principle. Commands urged 
merely because the parent is angry, 
will harden the heart of a child, in- 
stead of producing a spirit of obedi- 
ence. Wetoo often see the autho- 
rity of a parent directed by caprice. 
Alternate fits of indulgence and se- 
verity occupy, in too many instances, 
the greatest share of family govern- 
ment. Such conduct is completely 
destructive of Christian discipline. 

Discipline must not only be steady, 
but gentle. Commands that appear 
to fitw from love naturally dispose 
the child to obey. A child sees no 
hope of escaping from a system of 
discipline, that seems to arise from 
the tenderness of a parent. The 
harshness of a command is generally 
more grievous toa child than the 
thing commanded. Displeasure in 
the parent should only be excited by 
wilful disobedience ; and should rise 
in proportion to the contempt of au- 
thority. 

When the understanding of a child 
is sufficiently matured, the Christian 
parent should shew, that in the com- 
mands which he gives, he himself is 
subject to a higher authority. If the 
conduct of a parent is formed upon 
this principle, he will be ready to 
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inconsistent with the commands of 
God. And when a child is convinced, 
by the uniformconduct of the parent, 
that restraints are not the effect of 
caprice, or want of affection ; disci- 
pline loses all its galling effects, and 
becomes truly subservient to holiness 
and happiness. 

As soon asa child is capable of 
understanding the nature of God’s 
Jaw, religious InsrrucTion should 
keep pace with discipline. It must 
not, however, be confined to stated 
times, as in the ordmary branches of 
learning, but it must also occupy a 
considerable share in the common 
conversation of the parent, This is 
the method which divine wisdom 
has appointed for parental instruction. 
Thou shalt teach them diligently unto 
thy children, and shalt talk of them 
when thou sittest in thine house, and 
when thou walkest by the way, and 
when thou liest down, and when thou 
risest up. Deut. vi. 7. 

It is scarcely necessary to observe, 
that children should first be taught 
the plainest truths of religion 
which indeed, they are capable of un- 
derstanding at a very early period, 
They can comprehend, as well as 
the most acute philosopher, that God 
created all things ; that he is in every 
place, though we cannot see him ; 
that he sees all our actions, and knows 
all our thoughts ; and that he will 
bringevery work into judgment, But 
the scheme of religious instruction 
must not rest here. The whole sys- 
tem of evangelical truth is not above 
the comprehension of childress if it 
be laid before them in plain language, 
and a familiar manner. The vehicle 
which conveys imstruction to their 
minds in the most pleasing and im- 
ressive form, is the History of the 
Bible. The facts recdrded in the 
books of the Old and New Testament 
are so striking, that we often see 
children extremely desirous of hear- 
ing them repeated, when a repetition 
of mere moral precepts would prove 
wearisome. 

From this history the principal 
docrines of Christianity may be col- 
lected, as they are therein exempli- 
fied. Weseein the conduct of the 
Almighty towards his creatures, the 
most affecting instances of his power, 
his justice, and his mercy. In this 





history appears the original purity of 
man, and his apostacy from God, 
The degenerate state of the human 
heart 1s marked throughout the Bible 
in the strongest characters : and the 
necessity of holiness, in order to the 
enjoyment of God, is clearly display. 
ed, ‘The method whereby alone we 
can obtain pardon of sin, and be res- 
tored to the divine favour, is illustra- 
ted by the whole series of the Jewish 
economy, and the repeateddetails of 
our Saviour’s sufferings. A parent, 
whois able to make a plam and ju. 
dicious comment on these recorded 
facts, enjoys the surest means (through 
divine grace) of impressing evangeli- 
cal truths upon the minds of his chil- 
dren. 

A spiritual exposition of the mo. 
ral law should always accompany the 
history of redemption, as an enlight- 
ened conscience mus* lead us to sin- 
cere self condemnation, before the 
offers of mercy made in the Gospel 
can be truly valued and accepted, 

The doctrines of Christianity, be 
ing all of a practical nature, requiriag 
of us corresponding affections an# 
conduct, the practical application 
should always attend the sysiem of 
religion. 

It isa prudent measure in parents 
to keep out of sight the various con- 
troversies, which have unhappily 
taken place amongst the sincere dis- 
ciples of Christ. ‘The conduct of the 
great Creator and Governor of the 
world towards his creatures, though 
founded on perfect righteousness, is 
in many respects to us inscrutable. 
Yet through this cloud the goodness 
and grace of the Almighty shine 
forth with such bright beams, as ar¢ 
sufficient to enlighten the understand- 
ing, and warm the hear’, of every 
true believer. 

Children should be taught to hear 
and read the word of God with the 
most profound reverence ; and to be 
content with such knowledge as re- 
moves all doubt with respect to their 
own duty. 

As God has been pleased to mani- 
fest himself to us in the person ol 
Jesus Christ, the history of the Re- 
deemer should be inculcated upon the 
minds of children in the most forcible 
manner. The discourses, the actions, 
and sufferings of Christ, should be 
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impressed by a frequent and minute 
detail ; nor should his present inter- 
cession for us ever be forgotten. » 

Ihave already observed, that re- 
gions instruction ought to make a 
part of the familiar conversation of a 
Christian parent ; yet the appropria- 
tion of certain seasons for this im- 
portant work remains indispensibly 
necessary. Amongst other invaluable 
benefits which the institution of the 
sabbath offers, that of affording the 
most suitable opportunity for private 
instruction is not the least. When 
we are detached in this sacred sea- 
son, from wordly considerations and 
employments, the minds of parents 
and children are then in the best 
state of preparation for giving and 
receiving the knowledge of those 
things that appertain to our salvation. 

But at whatever time, and in what- 
ever manner, religious instruction is 
given, the greatest care should be 
taken to impress such sentiments on 
the minds of children as are in ex- 
act conformity to.the word of God. 
We are more apt to form such ideas 
ot the Supreme Being as are dic- 
tated by self-love, than implicitly to 
receive the declarations of the Bible 
respecting the character of God. In 
this sacred book we have a history of 
the conduct of the Almighty towards 
his creatures, under a variety of cir- 
cumstances, and from these _histori- 
cal facts, as wellas from express de- 
clarations, our notions of the divine 
character should originate. It is of 
the utmost consequence, that children 
should be taught to draw their ideas 
of God from the declarations and his- 
torical facts of the Bible, for with- 
out this foundation laid in the mind 
their whole system of religion must 
be erroneous, 

With the scriptural character of 
God are intimately connected the pu- 
rity of the divine law, the mcthod of 
salvation by a mediator, and the ne- 
cessity of personal holiness, The 
instructions which are given to chil- 
dren should always keep those fun- 
damental truths in view : for with. 
cuta deep sense of these things, our 
knowledge must be superficial, and 
our service formal, 

Children should be taught, as soon 
as they become capable of reflection, 
to attend to the workings of their 
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own minds ; that they may discover 
the deceitfulness of their hearts, and 
become thoroughly acquainted with 
their inbred corruption. Christ is 
precious to those only who know 
their own vileness ; and the influen- 
cesof the Holy Spirit will be earnest- 
ly sought by those alone, who are 
deeply conscious of their own depra- 
vity, and moral inability. 

Christian education will still be 
imperfect, unless to pious instruction 
there be added the pious EXAMPLE 
of the parent. Children are acute in 
discovering any deviation from those 
precepts which are enforced upon 
them. They keep a watchful eye 
upon the conduct of their parents ; 
and are glad to discover any thing 
that can prove an argument in favour 
of relaxation in their own obedience. 
On the contrary, a constant visible 
regard inthe parent to the commands 
of God, which he is daily enforcing, 
tends to make the most powerful 
impression on the minds of his chil- 
dren, and to remove all doubt of the 
rectitude of the instructions which 
they receive. 

I have already observed, that one 
great benefit which we derive from 
the institution of the sabbath, 1s that 
of affording time for more ample in- 
struction than can, in many situa- 
tions, be obtained on the days of la- 
bour. I would here remark, that a 
conscientious regard in the parent to 
the sacredness of this holy season, is 
of great importance in a system of 
religious education, Let all worldly 
and trifling conversation be. avoided 
on this day, that the impressions 
made by the public or family exer- 
cises of religion may not be oblitera- 
ted by a carelessness to improve the 
intervals of religious service. 

Children are not ignorant of the 
truth of that divine aphorism. Out of 
the abundance of the heart the mouts 
speaketh : nor will they be easily per- 
suaded that religious truths make 
deep impressions on the minds of 
their parents, when nothing is heard 
that can direct the mind to eternal 
objects, except at the stated hours of 
instruction. And as God has ex- 
pressly forbidden us to speak our own 
words on the sabbath, an example of 
conformity to this gracious command 
shouldbe shewn by every master of 
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a family, whose peculiar office it is to 
direct the subjects of discourse to 
those who are in his presence, and 
under his care. 

The influence of example should 
make parents extremely ‘cautious in 
the choice of companions for their 
children. With this view those 
schools should be chosen where pious 
example may be added to religious 
instruction and useful learning. It 
gives me pleasure, while on this sub- 
ject, to be able to congratulate the 
friends of religion, that instructors 
may be found in this kingdom, in 
whom are combined the excellent 
qualities required in a Christian 
teacher, 

The company to which children 
are introduced in other places should 
be such as shall have no tendency 
to make them slight the religious in- 
structions of their parents and mas- 
ters. 

This great object should also be 
kept in view in the choice of situa- 
tion for the trade or profession to 
which they are educated; as the 
highest interest of a child ought to 
have the first place in our regard. 
But my design is not to write a sys- 
tem of education, a subject too co- 
pious for an article in your miscel- 
lany, and too complex for my abili- 
ties. I wish merely to throw out a 
few hints in compliance with the 
request of your correspondent, and 
such as have been suggested by the 
experience of a parent. : 

must not, however, conclude 
these hints without reminding the 
Christian parent, that te all his en- 
deavors (be they ever so judicious) 
must be added constant prayer for 
the influences of the holy spirit, with- 
out which true religion will never be 
implanted in the minds of his chil- 
dren. Though Paul should plant, 
and Apollos water, without the in- 
fluence of divine grace no fruits of 
righteousness will appear ; for it is 
God that giveth the increase. But 
we have the strongest reason to hope 
for this blessing, whilst diligently, and 
with an humble dependance on his 
grace, we use the means which God 
hath appointed. 
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BRITISH AND FOREIGN BIBLE 
SOCIETY, 


Tue second report of the Com- 
mittee of this beneficent institution 
being published, we are enabled to lay 
before our readers a summary of its 
proceedings during the last year. 

Great exertions have been made 
to give it publicity and promote its 
success, and the advantage of these 
exertions is manifested in the rapid 
increase of the Society’s funds, by the 
donations both of individuals and 
congregations, and by the enlarge- 
ment of the list of its members. 

The example of the Society, as 
was stated in the report of last year, 
had extended its influence to the 
Continent, and has, as now appears, 
produced there very beneficial effects. 

The Nuremberg Bible Society, 
which owed its origin to the British 
Society, has printed a German Pro- 
testant edition of the New Testa- 
ment which is sold at the low price 
of five pence each copy ; the use of 
standing types having enabled the 
Society to supply New-Testaments at 
this easy rate. It was afterwards 
proposed to print a complete copy of 
the Old and New Testament by stan- 
ding types, and in an improved 
form ; but although the expense was 
estimated only at 1000/. it was found 
difficult to collect so large a sum, 1m 
consequence of the calamities in 
which Germany had been involved. 
The committee resolved to assist the 
Nuremberg Society by a father dona- 
tion of 200/. This has enabled them 
to proceed to the execution of their 
proposal, only substituting for the 
stanling types the Stereotype, by which 
considerably more than 300,000 co- 
pies may be printed without renewing 
the plates. A supply of cheap Bibles 
will thus be afforded to the poor pro- 
testants of Germany, probably for 
some years to come. 

The expectation held out in the re- 
port of the last year, of establishing a 
Bible Society at Berlin has been reali- 
zed. It is under the direction of per- 
sons of rank,and his Prussian Majes- 
ty has not only signified his approba- 
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tion of it, but has assisted the funds 
by adonation. In the prospectus of 
this institution, its formation is ex- 
pressly ascribed to the example and 
aid of the Society in England ; and 
its objects are declared to be the gra- 
tuitous distribution to the Prussian 
poor, or the sale at very low prices, 
of Bibles and Testaments, and the 
printing of a new edition of the Bo- 
hemian Scriptures. Another 100/. 
has been remitted to aid this last ob- 
ject, anda farther donation of the 
same amount is promised to the Ber- 
lin Society, in the event of their un- 
dertaking to print an edition of the 
Polish Bible. These transactions were 
previous to the rupture between this 
county and Prussia. 

In the last report mention was made 
of the anxiety manifested by some 
Roman Catholics in Germany to pro- 
cure the Scriptures,and that the Com- 
mittee had agreed to distribute among 
them at the expense of the Society 
1000 copies of the Protestant New 
Testament. This donation has been 
thankfully accepted. A Bible Soci- 
ety has also been established at Rat- 
isbon, supported by Roman Catho- 
lics, for the express purpose of cir- 
culating the New ‘i'estament among 
their own poor, thousands of whom 
have never had an opportunity of 
reading the Scriptures. The trans- 
lationemployed by them is said by 
competent judges to be unexception- 
able. 

A sum of twenty pounds has been 
remitted to Dr. Knapp, of Halle, in 
Saxony, for the purpose of supply- 
ing the poor in Gallicia, who are in 
great want of the Scriptures, with 
Bibles from the Bible Institution 
which has been established at Halle 
for more than a century. 

To the Bible Society at Basle, 100/. 
has been serit for the purpose of pur- 
chasing French Protestant Bibles, to 
be sold or distributed among the Swiss 
and French poor, at the discretion of 
the Basle Society. 

It having appeared that a great 
want of Bibles prevails in Esthonia, 
Finland, and Sweden, the Commit- 
tee resolved to grant a donation of 
150/. to promote the circulation of the 
Scriptures in those parts, as soon as 


a Bible Society shal] have been estab- 
lished there. 
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With a view to supplying the French 
and Spanish prisoners of war in this 
country with the Scriptures, a con- 
tract has been entered into for a ster« 
eotype edition of the French Bible ; 
and in the mean time 100/. has been 
expended in distributing French Tes- 
taments.among them ; and 2000 co- 
pies of the New Testament have 
been ordered to be printed in the 
Spanish language, with 1000 extra 
copies of the Gospel of St. Matthew 
only. The bounty of the Committee 
has been gratefully acknowledged by 
the prisoners and a farther supply has 
been solicited. 

The Committee have directed 1000 
German Bibles and 2000 German 
Testaments to be procured for the 
accommodation of the natives of 
Germany residing in England. 

The edition of the Gospel of St. 
John, translated into the Mchawk 
language, by Teyoninhokarawen, a 
chief of that nation, and printed at 
the expense of the Society, reached 
Montreal at the close of last year. 
The Indian interpreters have decla- 
red the translation to be very correct. 

The Committee have furnished a 
respectable clergyman in Ireland with 
1000 Testaments for distribution a- 
mong the Roman Catholics of that 
country, and they have agreed to fur- 
nish the Association at Dublin for 
promoting the knowledge of the Chri- 
stian religion, with Bibles and Testa- 
ments on the same advantageous 
terms on which they themselves pro- 
cure them from the University. It 
clearly appears that Bibles may be 
circulated among the Roman Catho- 
lics with little difficulty; a Society 
has been formed for that express pur~ 
pose ; and the admission of them in- 
to schools has been recommended 
even by a Roman Catholic Bishop. 

The zealous exertions of the friends 
of the institution in Scotland have 
been continued with unremitted activ- 
ity and great success. In this good 
work the Presbyteries of Glasgow 
and Edinburgh have signalized them- 
selves. And the Society for propoga- 
ting Christian Knowledge in Scotland 
have signified their willingness to 
unite their cordial efforts with those 
of the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciety. From the information cbtain- 





ed by the Committee, there remained 
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no room to doubt, that although the 
Society in Scotland were about to 
publish an edition of 20,000 Gaelic 
Bibles, a great want of Gaelic 
Bibles would still necessarily prevail. 
By this consideration, independently 
of the claim which arose from the 
liberality of the contributions received 
from Scotland, the Committee were 
led to determine on printing forth- 
with another edition of the Gaelic 
Scriptures of 20,000 copies. 

‘To the Island of Jersey, where the 
Scriptures in the French language, 
the common language of the Island, 
were become very scarce, the Com- 
mittee have directed 300 copies of the 
French Testament to be sent for dis- 
tribution. 

The publication of the proposed 
edition of the Welch Scriptures has 
hitherto been delayed, notwithstand- 
ing the anxiety of the Committee to 
fulfil the just expectations of the peo- 
ple of that principality, chiefly by im- 
pediments connected with the me- 
chanical process of Stereotype prin- 
ting. The Welch New Testament 
has however been at length comple- 
ted, and the whole Bible it is hoped, 
will innolong time be ready fordistri- 
bution. Twenty thousand copies of 
the entire Bible, and ten thousand 
more of the New Testamentin 12mo 
will be printed. 

In Bengal a commencement has 
been made in translating the Scrip- 
tures into Chinese. In March 1805, 
the translation of the book of Genesis 
andthe Gospel of St. Mathew was in 
a state of forwardness, and some 
chapters of each had been printed. 
And under the auspices of the college 
at Fort William, the Scriptures are 
in the course of translation into all 
the languages of Oriental India*. 

Two editions of the English New 
Testament, (8vo. and 12mo.) printed 
by stereotype, under the direction of 
the University ef Cambridge, have 
been printed for the Society, and 
members may now obtain copies of 
them on applying to the Depository, 
19, Little Mooriields. A large edi- 
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* We understand that a donation of 
1090/. bas since been voted by the cum- 
mittee in aid of this grand design. 


Letter from Capit. Wickes. 
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tion of the complete Bible is in the 
pressf. 

An Association has been formed in 
London, (we noticed it ina fornier 
number) for contributing to the fund 
of the British and Foreign Bible So- 
ciy, by stnall monthly subscriptions. 

The different denominations of 
Christians at Birmingham have uni- 
ted theirefforts in order to procure 
subscriptions for the institution, 
and alarge contribution has been the 
fruit of their zeal. 


——2 +o 


We are favored with the following le- 
ter from Capt. Benjamin WICKES, 
dated London, April 21, 1806, 
which bas lately been recerved by bts 

Jriends in this place. 


I WROTE you a few days after 
my arrival at this place, and gave 
you I think some general account of 
what had happened to me since I 
saw you: but as Ido not remember 
particulars, perhaps I may in this 
repeat some things I have alreacy 
mentioned. We are going from 
London to Calcut:a ; two missions 
ries with their wives are going with 
us from the Baptist society, and a 
young woman espoused to a mission- 
ary already in Bengal from the Lon- 
don society, and there to be married. 
Onthe 12th of last month, the Bap- 
tist missionaries were ordained at 
Oxford, and set apart for the mission 
at Bengal. I went to Oxford on this 
occasion, and was witness of a very 
solemn scene, and was treated with 
allthat tenderness, that would have 
been due to an eminently good and 
useful man. Alas! for us, how easy 
is it for man to be mistaken ! These 
people went so far in a full meeting 
of their missionary society to vote 
me their thanks for the part I had 
acted in favor of their mission, and 
requested that I would sit for their 
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+ Bibles and Testaments are purchas- 
ed by the Society at the wholesale price, 
from which, in selling them to meni 
bers, there is a deduction made of 20 
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limnerin London to take my like- 
ness, to be Geposited among the most 
noted of those that have been, are 
now, and may hereafter be, engaged 
in this work. This has been done, 
and whatever may be the consequence, 
Itake it as I think it is meant, an 
expression of gratitude to a stranger 
who has given some proofs of favour- 
ing their cause. On my return to 
London I found that the Lord had 
blessed the ministry of the Jew min- 
ister, and given him several seals to 
his ministry from among his brethren, 
One evening last week, I went with 
one of the missionaries that is going 
with me, with two or three others, 
to drink tea with the Jew minister. 
While we were at tea there came 
in two Jews that were awakened 
under that sermon which you heard 
me speak of hearing him preach last 
fall, which was the first fruits of his 
labours, Those took tea with us, and 
after tea was over, there came in 
three other Jews, the fruits of his 
ministry. When they had sat down 
I counted our number, and found 
there were an equal number of both 
Jews and Gentiles, six of each; on 
which I observed, that there was a 
remarkable instance before our eyes, 
of the partition wall, between the 
Jews and Gentiles, being broken 
down, and proposed, that we should 
join together in prayer and praise, 
which was readily agreed to, although 
the Jews had not heretofore seen 
such a thing, and perhaps such a 
thing had not taken place since the 
times of the apostles, ifthen. Llead 
in the exercise, the »missionary fol- 
lowed, and the Jew minister conclu- 
ded. When the exercise was over, 
the Jews took.us by our hands with 
such expressions of love and brother- 
ly affection as was truly gratifying. 
The evening before last, 1 went to 
take tea with the missionaries at 
theirlodgings, where I found a large 
company of Christian people of dif- 
ferent denominations assembled Mr. 
Fuller, Surcliff, and several other 
ministers, were among them, also 
the Jew minister, and several of his 
Jew converts, the way being opened 
last week as mentioned above, for 
their mixing with the Gentiles. Here 
we held a very solemn exercise in 
prayer and praise, I was again ap- 
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pointed to lead, a missionary of the 
London society followed, the Jew 
minister succeeded, and Fuller and 
Sutcliff concluded. When the exer- 
cise was over, the Jews were again 
taken by the hand, by both ministers 
and people, and received in the bonds 
of brotherly love, as alive from the 
dead. Yesterday morning I had on 
board the ship to breakfast, the mis- 
sionaries and their wives, several 
ministers of different denominations, 
and others to the number of about 
thirty. Iwould fain have had the 
Jews among them, but they could 
not come. Here we had anexercise 
of prayer and praise, until near 
twelve o'clock, committing the mis- 
sionaries, the ship, and the crew, to 
the care of the blessed God, and 
praying forthe spread of the gospel 
among the heathen. In the evening 
there was a meeting held at one of 
the Baptist meeting houses, for the 
purpose of dismissing the missionaries 
from their country and kindred, to 
go among the heathen in Bengal. 
This was a crowded and solemn 
assembly. After two ministers had 
prayed, Mr. Fuller gave a word of 
exhortation and advice to the mis- 
sionaries that was truly affecting and 
impressive. Now what shall we say 
to these things ? Cannot we conclude 
that God is really with us, and také 
the comfort of it ? ; 
BENJAMIN WICKES, Sen. 
[ Assembly’s Mag. 
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Extract of @ Letter to one of the Eili- 


tors. 


Rev. Sir, 


ON the fourth of September the 
Presbytery of Oneida ordained Mr, 
George Hall of East Haddam, Con- 
necticut, tothe work of the gospei 
ministry ; and installed him in the 
pastoral charge of the congregation 
of Cherry-Valley. The Rev. James 
Southword of Bridgwater made the 
introductory prayer. The Rev. Sam- 
uel F. Snowden of New Hartford, 
delivered the sermon. Rev. Jamnics 
Carnahan of Hillsborough, made the 
ordaining prayer ; Lev. Joshua 
Knight of Sherburn presided and gave 
the charge to the minister, and the 
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charge to the people ; Rev. Mr. 
Southword gave the right hand of 
fellowship, and Rev. Andrew Oliver, 
late of Pelham, Massachusetts, made 
the concluding prayer —It was ob- 
served by several persons present, 
that the transaction was one of the 
most impressive and affecting which 
they had ever witnessed. The cir- 
cumstances which contributed to ren- 
der it so, deserve notice. The con- 
gregation, though one of the oldest, 
West of Albany, had been favored 
but in a partial degree, with the la- 
bours of a minister of the gospel, and 
had been for some length of time 
destitute. Many unpromising circum- 
stances had discouraged, and almost 
destroyed the hopes of the friends of 
religion in that place. 

The prospect of having the gospel 
speedily and permanently*established 
among them, became daily more 
gloomy. The hand of Providence 
seemed evidently to direct Mr. Hall 
to this place and in a surprising man- 
ner to dispose the congregation hap- 
pily to unitein him. The recollection 
of these particulars, with the suffer- 
ings endured by this settlement in 
its infant state during the war, which 
were seasonably brought into view in 
the course of the exercises of the day, 
produced strong and tender emotions. 
This was fully manifested, when the 
members of the congregation, after 
the services were concluded, came 
forward to give their minister the 
right hand in token of fellowship 
and affection. Agedmen,the fathers 
of the settlement, whose hair was 
grey with years, and ag whose re- 
membrance were revived afresh, the 
difficulties, su¥erings, and trials which 
they had undergone, were now led to 
hope for a season of union, peace and 
prosperity. This scene drew tears 
from the eyes of the spectators, as 
well as from both minister and peo- 
ple ; even the most who were col- 
lected could scarcely refrain. 

The ordination which took place is 
thefourth in the space of four months, 





which has occurred in the Presbyte. 
rian and Congregational churches in 
this part of the country. In June 
Rev. Mr. Clark was ordained and jn. 
stalled in the town of Milton, 
few months previous to which Rey. 
Mr. Chadwick was reinstalled in ay- 
other congregation in the same town. 
In July Rev. Mr. Rich was ordained 
and installed at Sangerstield. In Au- 
gust Rev. Mr. Adams was ordained 
and installed in a congregation in 
Sherburn. The ordination of Mr, 
Neil at Cooperstown will take place 
on the 22d inst. by appointment of 
the Presbytery. 

{t is a subject of pleasing contem. 
plation and of lively gratitude to God, 
to see congregations formed and sup- 
plied with pastors in places which 
but a few years since were a wilder- 
ness. 

The instances above mentioned 
were confined to those churches which 
from their agreement in doctrine, 
uniformity in worship and spirit of 
discipline may be coasidered as form- 
ing one denomination. Merciful and 
gracious art thou, O God, who dost 
by various instruments and means 
revive the spirit of the upright, and 
revive the heart of the contrite ones. 
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ORDINATION. 


ORDAINED, some time since, to 
the Pastoral care ofa church andcon- 
gregation in the society of Western, 
town of Tioga,state of New York, the 
Rev JeremiahOsborne. The Rev.Seth 
Sage of Shenango made the intro- 
ductory prayer ;—The Rev. Seth 
Williston of Lisle preached the ser- 
mon, from Isaiah xliii,4. Rev. Heze- 
kiah N. Woodruff of Scipio, made 
the consecrating prayer and gave the 
charge ; Mr. Williston gave the right 
hand of fellowship ; and the Kev. 
Nathan B. Derrow of Homer, made 
the concluding prayer. 
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October 17. A young Lady in Torrington, : a) 
29, Rev. Asa Carpenter, contributcd in new settlements, 3 67 
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